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Writing this letter has been like 
digging up a time capsule. For Alberta 
Music, like many organizations, the 
months since COVID-19 struck have 
been devoted to crisis management. 
With so many of our planned programs 
and events affected, it can be tough 
to remember the full scope of our 
output in 2019. Reviewing the year’s 
activity, however, offers some welcome 
reminders of why we do this work in 
the first place.
 
The past year was a milestone 
for Alberta Music: we have been 
Alberta’s professional music industry 
association for 35 years! That’s three 
and a half decades of supporting, 
developing and advocating for 
Albertan artists and music industry 
professionals.  To celebrate this 
achievement, and in honour of all 
those who helped us along the way, 
we launched a concert tour across 
Alberta this winter. While some shows 
were postponed when the pandemic 
hit, we look forward to showing off the 
depth of Alberta’s musical talent again 
when restrictions are lifted.  
We are proud of our 2019 efforts 
to continue that 35 year legacy. We 
offered professional development 
and high quality programming to our 

members, and expanded our advocacy 
efforts to make sustainable music 
careers in this province a reality for 
more people. Our board members 
worked to spread the story of Alberta 
Music to those who don’t already 
know; to expand our membership; 
and to seek new partners in working 
towards our vision of a diverse, 
informed and connected Alberta music 
industry.
 
Programs are the most visible part of 
our work. For many of our members, 
the development, showcasing and 
networking we offer through programs 
are the reason they joined Alberta 
Music. This past year, a number of 
Alberta Music programs provided 
artists and industry with training 
and financial support. Our export 
initiatives showcased Alberta artists 
in the US, UK, Germany and across 
Canada. We brought music industry 
professionals from across the globe 
to see Albertan musicians perform 
at home in Edmonton and Calgary. 
Numerous musicians, managers, 
producers, promoters, recording 
engineers and labels met, traded ideas 
and worked together in 2019 thanks 
to Alberta Music.
 

chair’s 
  message
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Less in the public eye, but more 
relevant than ever, our advocacy 
work continued to grow. As a partner 
in West Anthem (formerly Alberta 
Music Cities Initiative) we helped to 
commission an economic profile of 
Alberta’s music industry. Documenting 
the economic activities of our sector 
is incredibly important, both to 
support those working in music right 
now, and to institute best practices 
and recommendations for future 
generations of music industry workers. 
This profile will help demonstrate that, 
in addition to enriching our cultural 
experience, the music community also 
contributes to job creation, tourism, 
hospitality and technology businesses 
in Alberta.  At a time when our 
province aims to add to our economic 
toolkit, collecting this information is a 
vital step forward for music in Alberta.
Alberta Music engaged with important 
social issues in 2019. While the 
music industry has long celebrated 
diversity, recording studios continue 
to be a largely male environment. We 
hosted music production workshops 
for women and non-binary artists, 
inviting eager audiences to join 
our expert mentor for some lively 
discussion and demonstrations. To 
ensure our own organization is diverse 
and inclusive, directors and members 
at large formed a committee to 
recommend best practices. As a first 
step, this committee drafted a belief 
statement to add to our mission, vision 
and values. “Music is a collaborative 

art, evolving and thriving when 
diverse perspectives come together. 
Respecting and including all 
of Alberta’s voices makes our 
music community stronger.”  This 
statement will guide Alberta 
Music’s decision making, policies 
and priorities for years to come.  
On behalf of the board and staff, 
we are all eager to continue this 
important process, recognizing and 
including our entire community in 
Alberta Music.
 
The music industry is often cited 
to illustrate cycles of progress 
and disruption. Technology and 
social change suddenly force us to 
create new ways of doing business. 
After a decade of upheaval from 
shifting revenue models our 
artists, venues, studios and music 
businesses are reeling from the 
economic and social impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  At the same 
time, music has been a relief and a 
comfort during our various forms 
of isolation these past harrowing 
months. Music’s ability to influence 
and document social change have 
come centre stage again, recalling 
the generation defining role it 
played in the late 1960s. Musicians 
and the industry that champions 
them are more needed than ever, 
even while the way we pay for that 
value must adapt, to ensure they 
can play on.  An uncertain future 
faces all of us in the wake of the 
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pandemic, but our province’s 
music industry is resilient, and 
the present difficult times have 
shown how important music is to 
the wellbeing of individuals and 
communities.  Alberta Music will 
continue to advocate for better 
music policy, working conditions 
and public awareness on behalf 
of our members and all those 
who bring music into our lives.
 
Alberta Music is your professional 
music industry association. We 
strive to represent every Albertan 
working in the music industry 
today, and those preparing to 
launch their career in the days 
to come. I want to thank Alberta 
Music’s incredible staff for their 
passion and dedication, seeking 
every chance to elevate Alberta’s 
music community. Many thanks 
also to our funders, partners, and 
volunteers. Your fiscal support, 
expertise, connections, and love 
for music keep this organization 
driven and focused. Together we 
are making Alberta known as a 
place to make music.

chair’s message . . .



executive director’s 
   message

As Alberta Music marked it’s 35th 
anniversary, it has been a year of 
reflection, growth, learning, listening 
and looking forward.

As I reflect back, it is amazing to see 
all that has been accomplished by our 
team and by our members, despite 
daunting circumstances. 

The 2019-20 year ended with the 
beginning of the global pandemic 
that led to catastrophic reverberations 
across our industry. Although our 
community reels, we find ourselves 
galvanized and strengthened in our 
resolve to support one another. 

The COVID-19 crisis forced us all to 
adapt and change our way of operating 
and our methods of supporting our 
industry. 

In early March of 2020, we moved to 
remote work, temporarily closing our 
offices in Edmonton and Calgary. We 
cancelled and postponed our events 
and projects and watched as tours, 
festivals, and venues ground to a halt, 
including SXSW and The JUNOs.

It would be easy to let the rise of the 
COVID era overshadow all that came 
before, but 2019-20 was already a busy 
year filled with excitement and new 
projects, new approaches, and renewed 
energy, before the crisis. 

Our hardworking, passionate, 
and dedicated team delivered 
programming and advocacy through 
more than a dozen initiatives, right 
across the province and around the 
globe. 

 In partnership with West Anthem, 
we have commissioned an economic 
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impact study that will highlight the 
significant financial contributions the 
music industry has on our economy. 
The data West Anthem collects will 
be an invaluable tool to attract 
investment and solidify the financial 
viability of the music sector in this 
province.

We were able to take part in export 
trade and showcase missions through 
our LIVESTOCK program where we 
showcased Alberta artists in the United 
Kingdom, Germany, New Orleans, 
Halifax, and many other domestic 
locations. Alberta Music continues to 
see the value and place importance on 
export trade and showcase missions 
and we have implemented plans to 
move these initiatives online, where 
possible. 

Professional development and career 
advice are still main focuses that are 
delivered through our DOWNLOAD 
program. This year we presented over 
56 one-on-one consultations and 
educational information sessions. We 
brought in panelists from across the 
country and had over 300 participants 
attend the info sessions and seminars. 
We had specific programming that 
focused on and brought attention 
to the health and wellbeing in our 
industry, supporting inclusiveness, 
training sessions for women and non-
binary people. 

continued next page... 

Carly Klassen



We’ve also begun consultations for 
a new Indigenous Music program, 
which will begin during our next 
fiscal year. We will consult with 
Elders, the Indigenous members 
of our Board of Directors, our 
members, and the public for the 
creation of this program.

We were thrilled to see so many 
Albertan artists take the stage, 
receive nominations and awards 
at the JUNOs, CCMAs and WCMAs. 
It was definitely a year of Alberta 
artists spreading their wings. We 
celebrated artists signing to labels 
locally and internationally. Albertan 
artists toured across the country, 
headlined festivals, opened for 
superstars and took their music to 
new continents. We are very proud 
of the partnerships we fostered 
over the last year, both new and 
existing. 

I want to thank all of our partners 
and sponsors for their support, 
insight, and investment in 
Alberta Music and our shared 
initiatives. Because of this year’s 
postponement, The Jim Pattison 
Broadcast Group still has one year 
of support pledged to fund Project 
Wild, a phenomenally beneficial 
artist development program that 
will leave a positive impact on the 
Alberta music community for years 
to come. 
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This year saw the departure 
of Olivia Street as she moved 
on to pursue further interests. 
Olivia has continued to be an 
excellent resource for Alberta 
Music on a contract basis and is 
a contributing member to the 
industry as she performs with her 
band, King of Foxes. We wish her 
all the best.

In February, we were very happy 
to welcome our newest team 
member, Jaime Pruden, filling the 
role of Administrative Assistant.

We also saw our Calgary team 
member, Cecilia Schlemm 
move from the role of Program 
Coordinator to the position of 
Program Manager.
 
I’m thankful to our dedicated staff 
members for their commitment 
to our organization and our 
membership. The passion and 
knowledge that they put into 
everything we do is inspiring to 
be around and it’s a pleasure to 
work with such a cohesive team. 
I want to thank Alberta Music’s 
board of directors. I appreciate 
their ever-useful insight. It’s 
wonderful to work with such a 
great group of individuals who 
care so much about our industry. 
Thank you for your countless 
hours. 

This year’s AGM marks the 
departure of Adam Oppenheim, 
who has completed three full 
terms on our Board of Directors, 
the last year in which he served 
as vice-chair. Adam has been a 
long-standing member of the 
music industry and I would like 
to thank him for his tireless 
contribution to Alberta Music. We 
wish him the absolute best as he 
moves forward.

I also want to extend my sincere 
thanks to Amanda Gregoire and 
Josh Gwilliam for serving on the 
board of directors. Thank you for 
your dedication to the association 
and the industry.

Of course, Alberta Music would 
not exist and be the organization 
it is today without our amazing 
members. There isn’t a day that 
goes by where I am not inspired 
by your music, your drive and 
determination. It’s an honour to 
represent and collaborate with 
you on such a wide range of 
projects and initiatives. Thank you 
for a great year! As we hopefully 
head towards a year of recovery 
and growth, I look forward to 
connecting with you all. And 
although our offices remain 
temporarily closed, my “virtual” 
door is always open.

executive director’s message . . .



Alberta Music  
Industry Association 
   respectfully 
   acknowledges 
that it supports 
		  artistic activity 
  on Treaty 6, 7 and 8 
  territories: 
      traditional lands 
        of  First Nations 
	        and Métis peoples.



Mission		

To foster the excellence of Alberta artists and the Alberta 
music industry through education and support. 

Vision
A diverse, informed and connected Alberta music industry. 

Beliefs
Music is a collaborative art, evolving and thriving when diverse 
perspectives come together. Respecting and including all of 
Alberta’s voices makes our music community stronger.	

about 
  Alberta Music

We are a member-based,  
not-for-profit industry association 
representing members in all  
facets of the music industry, including 
artists, managers, songwriters, venues, 
promoters, producers and beyond.	
	

Through our programs and services, 
we provide information, education, 
communication, advocacy, industry 
development, and networking 
opportunities to develop and promote 
the growth and sustainability of the 
Alberta music industry.		

Alberta Music Industry Association 
respectfully acknowledges that it 
supports artistic activity on Treaty 6, 7 
and 8 territories: traditional lands of 
First Nations and Métis peoples. 	
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staff

board of
   directors

carly klassen cecilia schlemm olivia street jaime pruden

Executive Director

Thanks To Our Volunteers:
Liz Pomeroy, Steven Sware, Fel 

Gamarra, Rebecca Anderson, 

Ryan Anderson, Breanna Palmer, 

Valeeshia Young, Dallas Ference, 

Brandon Baker, Charles Pickard Program Manager Communications 
& Outreach 
Coordinator  
(August 2017 -  
 February 2020)

Administrative 
Assistant 
(February 2020 - 
 present)

Graham Lessard ... Chair | Calgary
Recording Engineer, Mixer, and Producer 

Adam Oppenheim ... Vice Chair | Calgary
Stampede Entertainment Inc. Managing Director

Allison Pfeifer ... Treasurer | Edmonton
Alberta Economic Development , Trade,  
and Tourism Government of Alberta

Tony Bao ... Secretary | Edmonton
Northern Jubilee Auditorium

Allison Brock ... Director | Calgary
CKUA Radio Network (Wide Cut Country)
Banff Centre for the Arts, Director of Presenting

Jodi Calahoo-Stonehouse ... Director | Edmonton
Miyo-Pimatisiwin Productions, Founder/ Co-Owner
ACIMOWIN, Co-Producer

Amanda Gregoire ... Director | Edmonton
All Good Promotions 

Andrew Charles Wilcox ... Director | Fort McMurray
Harvard Broadcasting
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Executive
Chair: Graham lessard

The Executive Committee consists of 
the President, Vice President, Treasurer 
and Secretary of the Board of 
Directors. Their mandate is to enable 
the Board to manage their operations 
and fulfill their responsibilities 
as outlined in Alberta Music’s 
bylaws, as well as making policy 
recommendations to the Board as a 
whole. The committee also assumes 
responsibility for matters pertaining 
to Board recruitment, nominations, 
orientation, training, and evaluation.

Finance
Chair: Allison Pfeifer

Members of the Finance Committee 
are responsible for overseeing the 
organization’s assets, liabilities 
and commitments. The committee 
prepared and supported the 
development of the annual budget 
with the Executive Director and 
recommended the budget to the 
board. The committee also prepared, 
reviewed and recommended the 
year-end financial statements for 
approval.

Indigenous Steering
Chair: Tony Bao

The Indigenous Steering Committee 
advises Alberta Music staff on 
programming with artists from 
Treaties 6, 7, and 8 to develop 
professional opportunities, through 
engagement, and equitable 
outreach.  The committee aims 
to provide future educational 
programs, and showcase initiatives 
that allow for further exposure and 
recognition of Indigenous music.

Membership
Chair: Andrew Wilcox

The Alberta Music Membership 
Committee used the recommendations 
and ideas outlined in last year’s 
strategic plan to realign our 
membership goals and focus our 
membership message. Unfortunately, 
due to the ongoing pandemic, we 
were unable to do the large scale, 
multi-media membership drive we had 
hoped, but we plan to complete one 
later this year. We hope to take part of 
this break to check in with members 
and incorporate their feedback into 
our plans for the fall as restrictions 
start to lift.

Partnership & Advocacy
Chair: Allison Pfeifer

The Partnership & Advocacy 
Committee explores short, medium, 
and long-term opportunities in 
the areas of public and private 
partnerships and sponsorships. In 
2019, the committee was focused on 
implementing Alberta Music’s 35th 
anniversary celebration concerts, in 
partnership with the Government 
of Alberta, ATB Branch for Arts & 
Culture and CKUA Radio. Committee 
members also engaged with West 
Anthem in developing an economic 
impact study researched by Sound 
Diplomacy.

board  
	committees
  annual update
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Alberta Music’s programs and 
services are made possible by the 
generous support of the Government 
of Alberta, FACTOR, the Government 
of Canada and Canada’s private radio 
broadcasters, Edmonton Arts Council, 
and members of the music industry 
of Alberta. We would like to thank all 
of our funders and the sponsors who 
have contributed to the success of 
many of our initiatives this year. 

KLM Backline
Mossy Rock Productions

Big Guy Productions
Nimbus School of Recording

funders &  
   sponsors
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Alberta Music staff members held positions on 
committees and boards with the following  
organizations in 2019-20: 
		

`` FACTOR

`` CANADA’S MUSIC INCUBATOR

`` WEST ANTHEM 

`` CANADIAN COUNCIL OF MUSIC INDUSTRY 
ASSOCIATIONS

`` NASHVILLE SISTER CITIES

`` CARAS/ THE JUNO AWARDS

`` WESTERN CANADIAN MUSIC ALLIANCE 

`` ALBERTA PARTNERS OF ARTS AND 
CULTURE

`` CANADIAN COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIATION 
HOST COMMITTEE

`` SLED ISLAND ADVISORY COMMITTEE

`` FEMME WAVE

positions &  
  representations
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By joining Alberta Music, you join a vast network of Alberta-based music 
industry personnel including artists, managers, record labels, agents, 
publicists, media, associations, festivals, studios, producers, record companies, 
venues, talent buyers, radio stations, retailers and more. Benefits include 
education, networking, showcasing, consultations and discounts.

471 Members

membership

Rock
21.2%

Country
20.1%

Modern Folk
16.1%

Other
11%

Pop
8.6%

Electronic
7.4%

Hiphop
6.3%

Indie
4.2%

Jazz
2.5%

Blues
1.6%

World
1%

Edmonton
44.7%

Calgary
40.3%

Elsewhere
15%

Artist/Band
80%

Industry
15%

Other
5%
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partners

Alberta Craft Council
Alberta Dance Alliance
Alberta Electronic Music Conference
Alberta Magazine Publishers 
  Association
Alberta Media Arts Alliance
Alberta Media Production Industries 
  Association (AMPIA)
Arts Touring Alliance of Alberta
Association of Country Music  
  in Alberta
ATB Financial 
Book Publishers Association of Alberta

Calgary Arts Development
Calgary Folk Music Festival
Calgary Stampede
CARFAC Alberta
Edmonton Arts Council
Edmonton Events
Edmonton Folk Music Festival
Femme Wave
Indigenous Resilience in Music 
Interstellar Rodeo
National Music Centre
Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium
Northlands 

Oilers Entertainment Group 
Regroupement artistique francophone 
  de l’Alberta (RAFA) 
Rogers Hometown Hockey 
Sled Island Music & Arts Festival
Southern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium
The City of Edmonton
Theatre Alberta 
Tourism Calgary 
Winterruption YEG Festival
WILD 95.3 
Writers’ Guild of Alberta

Local 
 Partners

National & 
International 
 Partners	  	
Americana Music Association
BreakOut West
Canadian Council of Music Industry 
  Associations 
Canadian Country Music Association
Canadian Independent Music 
  Association (CIMA) ‘
Canada’s Music Incubator
Canadian Music Week

Canadian Heritage
CARAS/ JUNO Awards
FACTOR
Folk Alliance International
Halifax Pop Explosion
Manitoba Music 
Music BC 
Music/ Musique NB
Music NL

Music Nova Scotia
Music NWT
Music Ontario
Music PEI
Music Yukon  
Nashville Sister-Cities
SaskMusic 
Sound Diplomacy
Western Canadian Music Alliance 
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industry   
  development

Our LIVESTOCK program provides the opportunity for artists and 
music industry professionals to grow and expand their music/ 
business through domestic and international showcases at 
music industry conferences and events. From emerging talent to 
artists already starting to develop a market internationally, these 
showcases have proven to be helpful for artists to make new 
connections through different markets and audiences. 

Export 
  Events

Alberta Music 2019/2020   p15

Canadian Music Week  
Toronto, ON  (May 6-12, 2019)

The Great Escape  
Brighton and Hove, UK  (May 9-11, 2019)

Focus Wales 
Wrexham, UK  (May 16-18, 2019)

Sled Island 
Calgary, AB  (June 21, 2019)

CCMA Awards 
Calgary, AB  (September 8, 2019)

Americana Music Fest 
Nashville, US  (September 10-15, 2019)

Reeperbahn 
Hamburg, DN  (September 18-21, 2019)

Alberta Focus 
Calgary, AB  (September 30, 2019)

BreakOut West 
Winnipeg, MB  (October 2-6, 2019)

Halifax Pop Explosion 
Halifax, NS  (October 23-26, 2019)

Folk Alliance 
New Orleans, US  (January 22-26, 2020)

SXSW 
Austin, US  (March 13-22, 2020)

Juno Awards 
Regina, SK  (March 15, 2020)



Canadian Music Week: Toronto, Canada (May 6-12, 2019)

Music from Alberta broke new ground at Canadian Music 
Week (CMW). One of Canada’s biggest music industry 
festivals, CMW took over Toronto venues and homegrown 
acts were booked to play the festival, which offers the 
chance to perform for and connect with music fans, industry, 
and media from across Canada and the world. The artists 
were:  FKB, ØStella, Ellen Braun, A.Y.E. and the Extraordinary 
Gentlemen, Heavydive, Kate Stevens, King of Foxes, Mitch 
Belot Band, Nice Horse, Selci, Squids, St. Arnaud, The 427’s.

 

The Great Escape: Brighton and Hove, UK (May 9-11, 2019)

A multi-regional event with Saskatchewan, BC and Manitoba, 
The BreakOut West BBQ showcase presented Canadian 
artists for agents, labels, media, and other representatives 
from the UK, Europe, and beyond. Miesha & the Spanks and 
Bad Animal represented Alberta at the festival. 

Focus Wales: Wrexham, UK (May 16-18, 2019)

Alongside SaskMusic, Music BC and Manitoba Music and 
under the BreakOut West umbrella, Alberta Music co-hosted 
an event that featured artists from the western provinces 
to perform in front of industry representatives from the UK, 
Europe and Australia. This event also included a BreakOut 
West mixer that brought artists and industry together to 
meet and connect. Altameda, Lab Coast, Miesha & the 
Spanks, and Bad Animal represented Alberta at the festival. 

Americana Music Conference: Nashville, US 
(September 10-15, 2019)

Alberta Music, SaskMusic and Manitoba Music presented 
a showcase of three market-ready artists in partnership 
with the Americana Music Association. In its fifth year, 
this outdoor showcase provided a unique setting and 
performance opportunity for officially showcasing artists, 
plus a branding opportunity for BreakOut West and the 
three music industry associations. Alberta’s Joe Nolan and 
T.Buckley performed at the BreakOut West BBQ. 

Reeperbahn: Hamburg, DE (September 18-21 2019)

Germany is one of the strongest independent music markets 
in the world and an essential market for Western Canadian 
artists and Companies. The Reeperbahn Festival continues 
to be one of the best opportunities for foreign artists and 
companies to connect with German, Austrian, Swiss, and 
other European business representatives. The Royal Foundry, 
Astral Swans, and Celeigh Cardinal represented Alberta. 		
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Alberta Focus: Calgary, AB (September 28- October 1, 2019)

Showcase: September 30, 2019

The Alberta Focus Showcase puts some of Alberta’s finest 
export-ready artists in front of music industry folks from the 
UK, Europe and Australia. These showcases are an excellent 
opportunity for all Alberta Music members to build their 
networks here at home and also with the international 
community. Miesha & the Spanks, Riell, The Hearts, and 
Mariya Stokes performed at Commonwealth Bar & Stage.

BreakOut West: Whitehorse, YT (October 2-6 2019)

A partnership between the music industry associations of 
the four western provinces and territories, BreakOut West is 
a focused music business development event for artists and 
companies from Western Canada. International delegates 
from UK, Europe, and the US, as well as Canadian industry 
delegates provide export preparedness and business 
development training and attend showcases. Showcasing 
Alberta artists included Mariel Buckley, King of Foxes, 
Whale and the Wolf, Crystal Eyes, Maddie Storvold, Miesha 
& the Spanks, Marlaena Moore, Postscript, Astral Swans, and 
Amelie Patterson.

Halifax Pop Explosion: Halifax, NS (October 23-26, 2019)

Halifax Pop Explosion Music Conference has a reputation 
of being an event where industry professionals and artists 
can make connections, learn, and get business done. Alberta 
artist, Mouraine performed at this year’s showcase.

Folk Alliance: New Orleans, US (Jan 22-26, 2020)

The Folk Alliance conference is the largest folk and roots 
showcase event in the world. Albertan performers in the 
BreakOut West showcase included: Amelie Patterson, Jay 
Gilday, John Wort Hannam, Mariel Buckley, Celeigh Cardinal, 
Jessica Heine, Ben Spencer’s Funeral.

SXSW: Austin, US (March 13-22, 2020)

Unfortunately, SXSW was cancelled last minute due to 
COVID-19. Alberta Music was partnered with CIMA to 
present a music showcase at Canada House including 
Alberta artists, Miesha & the Spanks and Port Juvee. SXSW 
has been rescheduled for March 2021.

2020 Juno Awards: Regina, SK (March 15, 2020)

Due to the escalating COVID-19 crisis, The 2020 Juno Awards 
were cancelled. This year’s Alberta nominees include: 
Nehiyawak, Nuela Charles, Celeigh Cardinal, Striker, Kobra & 
the Lotus, Al Muirhead’s Canadian Quintet, Aaron Goodvin, 
Tenille Townes, John Stetch, and Mac DeMarco. Members, 
Celeigh Cardinal won Indigenous Artist of the Year for her 
album, “Stories From a Downtown Apartment” and Striker 
won Metal/ Hard Music Album of the Year for their album, 
“Play to Win”
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professional   
  development

Our DOWNLOAD program provides members with music industry 
education through Industry Information Sessions, Professional 
Development Workshops, Mentor Opportunities, Networking 
Events and Mixers.					   

Throughout the year, our information sessions consist of panel 
discussions or presentations with industry experts. Panelists vary 
from local experts to those highly recognized in their fields on a 
national or even international level. We put two or three of these 
experts together, fill the room with Albertan artists and industry 
professionals and initiate lively discussions on a wide range of 
music industry topics which change every year.

the facts
One-on-One 
Consultations

Professional  
Development 
Events

Total 
Participants

Panelists & 
Mentors

48

21

8

341
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 In 2019-20, our 
   professional 
   development 
   programs 
 consist of 22 events 
     with 341 participants 
     and hosted 
   21 industry 
   professionals 
     representing over 
     64 hours 
        of music industry 
                         training.



VOCAL AND PERFORMANCE
WORKSHOP WITH TAMARA BEATTY
YEG: April 23rd @The Almanac 
17 attendees

YYC: April 24th @The Palomino Smokehouse 
27 attendees

Speaker: Vocal and Performance coach  
Tamara Beatty

STUDIO AND ARTIST  
NETWORKING NIGHT
YEG: May 15th @River City Revival House  
17 attendees

YYC: May 15th @Last Best Brewing  
31 attendees

A chance for artist to learn more about local 
studios, producers, engineers, and session 
musicians

PHOTOGRAPHERS/ VIDEOGRAPHERS/ 
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS/ ARTIST 
NETWORKING NIGHT
YEG: June 5th @Rocky Mountain Icehouse  
14 attendees

YYC: June 5th @Last Best Brewing  
31 attendees

A networking night to meet photographers, 
videographers, graphic designers, and  
musicians. A great opportunity for artists  
to connect with someone to work on music  
videos, design album art, or take promo  
pictures.

SAFER SPACES PANEL
YEG: June 18th @The Almanac  
19 attendees

YYC: June 19th @Calgary Central Library  
10 attendees

Stacey Forrester of Good Night Out Vancouver 
discussed what safer spaces are, how to  
create them and how to contribute to them.  
In Edmonton, leaders in the community,  
Brittany Rudyck, and the Sexual Assault  
Centre of Edmonton joined. Calgary’s session 
was co-presented with Sled Island and joined  
by Kaely Cormack of Femme Wave, and The 
Centre for Sexuality.

MUSIC INDUSTRY CONTRACTS
Co-presented by Alberta Electronic Music  
and Studio Bell

YYC: November 17th @National Music Centre 
15 attendees

Vel Omazic, Co-Founder and Executive Director 
of Canada’s Music Incubator, led a moderated 
conversation about music industry contracts 
with Mark Quail, an entertainment, media and 
digital economy lawyer.

BUILDING YOUR TEAM 101: SELF 
MANAGED TO MAJOR LABEL
YEG: February 18, 2020 @9910 
25 attendees

YYC: February 19, 2020 @The King Eddy 
11 attendees

Panel: YEG- Elyse Alavie (Arts & Crafts), Laurie 
Brown (Porch Swing Entertainment), Marek Tyler 
(nêhiyawak). YYC - Elyse Alavie (Arts & Crafts), 
Stephanie Hutchinson (Chronograph Records), 
Miesha Louie (Miesha & the Spanks),

information   
  sessions

2019

2020
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throwback thursday   
  mentorship program

Throughout the year we provide one-on- one consultations 
on career development, grant writing, contract/law advice, 
tax information and more. We have found these consultations 
to be very popular and always-in high demand. These 
consultations provide a unique opportunity to meet one-on-
one with local mentors and industry experts, to talk and ask 
questions about your music career.

We bring in a variety of experts from the Alberta music 
industry to our North & South offices to hold consultations 
that provide advice, insight and guidance to artists and 
aspiring industry, free of charge to Alberta Music members.
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ELECTRIC GUITAR SETUP WORKSHOP  
W/ LEILA (TUNATONE)
YEG: July 4th @Long & McQuade  
6 attendees

Mentor: Luthier Leila Sidi of TunaTone Instruments

GRANT REVIEWS WITH ALBERTA FOUNDATION FOR  
THE ARTS
YEG: February 3, 2020 @Alberta Music Office  
7 attendees

YYC: January 30 + 31, 2020 @National Music Centre  
8 attendees

Mentor: Jason Flammia (Alberta Foundations for the Arts)

FEMME PRODUCER WORKSHOP
YEG: March 5, 2020 @Velveteen Music  
3 attendees

YYC: March 9, 2020  @National Music Centre  
4 attendees

Mentor: Emily Bachynski (True North Sound/ Bad Buddy)

TAX PREPARATION AND BEST BUSINESS PRACTICES
YEG: March 5, 2020 @ATB Arts and Culture Branch  
6 meetings

YYC: March 5, 2020 @ATB Arts and Culture Branch  
9 meetings

Mentor: FBC Consultants 

MUSIC LAW
YEG/ YYC March 18, 2020  
5 meetings

Mentor: Wayne Logan (Miller Thomson LLP)

Alberta Music 2019/2020   p22

pictured:  Graham Lessard
photo: Elizabeth Cameron



On Stage Success 
  w/ Tom Jackson

YEG: June 24th, 2019 @The Station

A masterclass designed to help performing artists enhance  
their live skills to succeed on the stage. Tom Jackson is a  
master at transforming an artist’s live show into a magical 
experience for their audiences.
Attendance: 76

Indigenous Networking  
  Night

YEG: March 10, 2020 @ATB Branch for Arts & Culture
YYC: March 11, 2020 @National Music Centre Terrace Commons

Jade Harper (Indigenous Music Export Coordinator at  
Manitoba Music) and Curtis Lefthand (Executive Director  
of Indigenous Resilience in Music) hosted a networking  
night to connect with other artists, learn about funding, 
showcasing and other opportunities available within the 
Indigenous community.

outreach  
	  events
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project WILD

Project WILD is a professional 
development program designed to 
educate, promote, develop and launch 
the careers of some of Alberta’s up 
and coming country and roots artists. 

Top 12 artists will be awarded a 
$5,000 Development award and will 
all get to participate in an intense 
and career changing music and music 
industry bootcamp, where they will be 
pushed to the very limit of what they 
can achieve as artists.	

Project WILD, is part of a seven year, 
$4.9 million program, designed to 
kick-start the international music 
careers of 3 emerging Alberta artists 
annually. 

The project is administered by 
Alberta Music and funded by The Jim 
Pattison Broadcast Group, and WILD 
953 - Calgary’s New Country, through 
CRTC approved Canadian Content 
Development Funding. 

2019 winners

1st  }  $100, 953  . . .  Mariel Buckley

2nd  }  $75,000  . . .  Mariya Stokes

3rd  }  $50,000  . . .  Blake Reid Band
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The Top 12 artists gather for an orientation in June, and 
begin a 5 month journey through an integrated program 
designed to educate and develop them as career artists, 
and challenge them beyond their current levels of artistry. 
The 3 primary components of this journey are the Music 
and Industry Bootcamp, the Challenges, and the Showcases. 
The Bootcamp serves as an intense week of focused 
development on every aspect of an artist’s career, aided by 
seclusion to a mountain getaway and the presence of top 
level industry professionals to guide them. The Challenges 
are pathways to integration of their learning. 

Governed by the Project WILD Committee and part of 
their final adjudication, these are 4 ‘projects’ that reflect 
integral aspects of their careers, and gives them practical 
opportunities to demonstrate their progression and 
development. The Showcases are about artistry, as they put 
on a show for judges and for the audience, giving them 
the most meaningful opportunity to take their work to the 
next level. In the end, each of the Top 12 provides a final 
report on their work in the program, and the Project Wild 
Committee deliberates over them, alongside the Showcasing 
results, to determine the order of the Top 3 and eventual 
winner.
						    
2019 was a very successful year for Project WILD. The level 
of talent and dedication displayed in the Top 3 was amazing 
to see and they are already successful booking several 
festival performances and tours. Congratulations to Mariel 
Buckley (Calgary - 1st), Mariya Stokes (Staveley - 2nd), and 
Blake Reid Band (Calgary - 3rd). 

A special thank you to the Project WILD production crew: 
Jarrett Edmund, Ben Nixon, Kristen Olson, Matty McKay, Karl 
Dicaire, Ramble Films, and Nimbus School of Recording & 
Media.
				  

Applications Opened: March 1, 2019

Orientation: June 15, 2019 @The King Eddy
The Prairie States, the Project Wild 2018 first place recipients, 
performed a half hour set

Finale: November 30 @Knoxville’s Tavern

Top 12 Artists 
   in 2019

Aaron Pollock (Calgary)

Ben Chase (Calgary)

Blake Reid Band (Calgary)

Devin Cooper (Innisfail)

Julia Vos (Edmonton)

Lauren Mayell (Calgary)

Lyndsay Butler (High River)

Mariel Buckley (Calgary)

Mariya Stokes (Stavely)

Mark Times (Stony Plain)

Michela Sheedy (Okotoks)

Ryan Lindsay (Wainwright)
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Canadian Songwriting 
Challenge
Emerging and independent Alberta artists and established industry professionals 
came together again for the Sixth Annual Canadian Songwriting Challenge from 
July 8-10, 2019. Alberta Music and The Audio Department in Edmonton conducted 
a three-day songwriting camp in partnership with CCMIA and funded by Bell 
Media. Nine artists were selected and organized into groups to collaborate on two 
to three demo-ready songs. The camp provided an opportunity to network and 
establish permanent collaborative partnerships. We were thrilled to have Mike 
Plume and Nuela Charles as songwriting mentors.

PARTICIPANTS:
0Stella- Edmonton	 Danielle Dayton- St.Albert
FKB - Edmonton	 Jenesia - Spruce Grove
Karimah - Edmonton	 Mark Times - Stony Plain
Rebecca Lappa - Edmonton	 The Orchard - Edmonton
Tzadeka- Edmonton

MENTORS:				  
Nuela Charles	 Mike Plume

local audience
   development
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K-Days
Each year Northlands’ K-Days, Edmonton’s largest summer festival, is 

proud to bring Northern Alberta a world class musical lineup on each 
night of the fair. 2019 represents the second year of a partnership with 
Alberta Music that brings a focus on promoting Alberta musicians as main 
stage opening acts, and on a feature day of an Alberta Music showcase. 
					   

Alberta Music Showcase at K-Days
Saturday, July 27th, 2019

K-Days dedicated a night on the Tim Hortons North Stage to showcase 
the best of Alberta’s musicians.

Featuring:
Beppie	 Hailey Benedict
Cristian DeLa Luna	 The Orchard
Transit22	 Waymatea & The Highlife Sound Collective 
		
K-Days dedicated a night on the Tim Hortons North Stage to showcase 
the best of Alberta’s musicians. 					   

South Stage Performances at K-Days:

July 19th  }  Calling All Captains, opening for The Offspring

July 20th  }  Lost Kings and Swede Dreams, opening for Dillon Francis

July 21st  }  Lyrique and Mouraine, opening for Lil Mosey

July 22nd  } King of Foxes, opening for AJR

July 24th  }  Whale and the Wolf, opening for Bush

July 25th  }  Relik, opening for USS and A Tribe Called Red

July 26th  }  Hollerado and Carter & the Capitals, opening for The Strumbellas

July 28th  }  Letters From Pluto and Laur Elle, opening for Aqua
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Album Promotion Project
Alberta Music, Edmonton Folk Music Festival, and Interstellar Rodeo have 
once again partnered to help promote some of the amazing talent we 
have right here in this province! Fifteen artists’ albums were sold at these 
festivals, with the proceeds going directly back to their pockets. 

Maddie Storvold	 Amy Nelson	 Carter and the Capitals	
Dylan Ella	 Future Womb	 Hungry Hollow
Jess Knights	 Mercy Funk	 Kate Blechinger	
Josh Sahunta	 Suzanne Debussac	 Mariel Buckley
Martin Kerr	 The Prairie States	 F & M	
Christian de la Luna

International Women’s Day 
PRESENTED BY FACTOR

We celebrated International Women’s Day with a networking event 
inviting empowering women and non-binary artists and allies in the 
music community to connect and engage in meaningful conversations. 
This was a safe, supportive, and inclusive space to share knowledge, uplift 
each other, create new connections, and inspire positive change. 

YEG: March 5, 2020 @Rocky Mountain Icehouse  (20 attendees)
YYC: March 5, 2020 @Last Best Brewing   (15 attendees)
				  
Thank you, to The Foundation Assisting Canadian Talent On Recordings 

(FACTOR) for their support of our International Women’s Day events. 
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National Indigenous Peoples Day 
 PRESENTED BY FACTOR

On June 21, 2019 with the support from FACTOR, Alberta Music was able to provide support for multiple events on 
National Indigenous Peoples Day. This provided us with an incredible opportunity to engage and assist Alberta’s Treaty 
6, 7, and 8 Indigenous industries and musicians.

The National Indigenous People’s Day partnership goal was to build a respectful, informed, and meaningful 
relationship between Alberta Music and Alberta’s Indigenous music community. We contracted Marek Tyler, valued 
member of the Alberta music community and member of FACTORS Diversity committee to assist us in facilitating the 
events across Alberta. We partnered with the Alberta Friendship Centre Association (ANFCA), which is the Provincial/ 
Territorial Association of 21-member Friendship Centres. Alberta Music provided ANFCA with funding to support the 
cost of music performances at Friendship Centre’s National Indigenous Peoples Day celebrations. 

We were able to provide outreach in communities that we have not yet been to and were able to start a very valuable 
relationship which will assist Alberta Music’s in one of our goal of diversifying our programming 

Alberta Music 2019/2020   p29

photo: Jarrett Edmund
pictured: Celeigh Cardinal



2019 EDMONTON MUSIC PRIZE
The Edmonton Arts Council, in collaboration with Alberta Media Production 
Industries Association (AMPIA), the City of Edmonton, and Alberta Music, hosted a 
celebration of achievements in Edmonton’s artistic community, on February 5, 2019.

The Edmonton Music Prize recognizes Edmonton-based musicians or musical 
collectives who have released a full- length recording in the past 18 months. 
The 10 shortlisted artists were determined from the 29 nominations by a jury of 
industry professionals, assembled by Alberta Music. 

From these short lists, the jury selected three finalists: nêhiyawak (1st prize), 
Celeigh Cardinal (2nd prize), and Royal Tusk (3rd prize). 
				  

ALBERTA MUSIC 35th 
ANNIVERSARY TOUR

Alberta Music celebrated its 35th anniversary with province-wide performance 
events in Alberta towns and cities. Artists performing on the tour include 100 
Mile House, Amelie Patterson, Amy Nelson, Carter & the Capitals, Cristian De La 
Luna, Crystal Eyes, Debra Power, Ellen Doty, Joe Nolan, Josh Sahunta, Kate Stevens, 
Mouraine, Post Script, Ryan Langlois & Trevor Panczak. This diverse group of 
artists will perform in groups of three in Edmonton, Stony Plain, Calgary, Canmore, 
and Lethbridge, Alberta. All shows were $10 at the door and were supported 
by The Government of Alberta, ATB Branch for Arts & Culture and CKUA Radio. 
Unfortunately, the Calgary and Lethbridge shows were cancelled unexpectedly 
due to COVID-19.

legacy 
 activity	
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ALBERTA COUNTRY MUSIC AWARDS 
ALBERTAN NOMINEES & WINNERS  .   JANUARY, 2019

Male Artist of the Year: Drew Gregory
Female Artist of the Year: Mariya Stokes
Group/Duo of the Year: The Prairie States
Fans Choice: Ben Chase
Industry Person of the Year: Larry Mayell
Musician of the Year: Johnny Gasparic
Album of the Year: Twenty Something - The Dungarees
Song of the Year: “Better in a Bar,” Written by: Drew Gregory & 
Aaron Goodvin, Performed by: Drew Gregory
Single of the Year: “Twenty Something” - The Dungarees
Country Venue of the Year: Cook County Saloon - Edmonton
Talent Buyer of the Year: Carla Hackman, Sakamoto Agency
Rising Star: Ryan Lindsay
Radio Station of the Year: Sun Country 99.7 - High River
Horizon Youth: Hailey Benedict
Entertainer of the Year: Tenille Townes
Video of the Year: “Just Maybe” - The Prairie States
Community Spirit Award: The Dungarees

  awards & 
nominations	

YYC MUSIC AWARD WINNERS
SEPTEMBER 21, 2019

Alternative Recording of the Year: Shuffalo – “Heart Attack”
Contemporary Inspirational Recording of the Year: Zaire Ink and 
Afuhmbom – “Manhood”
Country Recording of the Year: Ben Chase – “All Over It”
EDM Recording of the Year: Titus1 & Boostha – “Midnight City”
Female Artist of the Year: Miesha & The Spanks
Folk Recording of the Year: T. Buckley – “Miles We Put Behind”
Group of the Year: GhostBoy
Industry Person of the Year: Cindy McLeod
Jazz Recording of the Year: Al Muirhead’s Canadian Quintet – 
“Undertones”
Male Artist of the Year: T. Buckley
Metal Recording of the Year: Hammerdrone – “An Ever Increasing 
Wave”
Music Video of the Year: Punch Drunk Cabaret – “Don’t Die Until 
You’re Dead” (Director – Ewen Clark, Ring Tail Films)
People’s Choice: Taken by Sanity – “Sleepwalker”
Pop Recording of the Year: Amy Hef – “Somehow Someway”
R&B Soul Recording of the Year: Kate Stevens – “It’s Real”
Rap Recording of the Year: Jazzlib – “Behind Bars Too” 
Rock Recording of the Year: Miesha & The Spanks – “Girls Girls 
Girls”
Single of the Year: Miesha & The Spanks – “Summer Love”
Songwriter of the Year: T. Buckley – “Song Unbroken”
World Recording of the Year: Montuno West – “Tocar Tambor”
Zackariah and the Prophets Memorial Award: Marcus Trummer
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CANADIAN FOLK MUSIC AWARDS
NOVEMBER 19, 2019

World Solo Artist of the Year: Cristian De La Luna for SABES – 
nominee
New/ Emerging Artist of the Year: T. Buckley for Miles We Put 
Behind – nominee
Young Performer of the Year: Keltie for Expect Inhibition – nominee

			 

EDMONTON MUSIC AWARDS
JUNE 27, 2019  .  2019 WINNERS	

Album of the Year: Nuela Charles - Distant Danger
Single of the Year: Martin Kerr - You’re Amazing

Pop Recording of the Year: Nuela Charles - Danger
Rap/Hip Hop Recording of the Year: Arlo Maverick - Ceiling Fan  
(ft. Oozeela)
Country Recording of the Year: The Dungarees - Don’t Hold Back
Metal Recording of the Year: Striker - Heart of Lies
Indigenous Recording of the Year: Rellik - Up Shit Creek
World Music Recording of the Year: David Jay - The Spaniard	

R&B/Soul Recording of the Year: Nuela Charles - Do It Right
Dance/Electronic Recording of the Year: iamhill - Give it a Rest
Instrumental Recording Of The Year: David Jay - The Spaniard
Blues Recording Of The Year: Joe Nolan - All You Gotta Do
Jazz Recording of the Year: Kate Blechinger - Night in the City
Latin Recording Of The Year: Brett Miles - Move With Your Body
Singer/Songwriter of the Year: Rebecca Lappa - No Stone Left Alone
Roots/Folk Recording of the Year: Post Script - Dead Flowers
Adult Alternative Recording of the Year: F&M - Lessons From Losers
Rising Star (18 and Under): Hailey Benedict - Crazy
Indie Rock Recording of the Year: The Royal Foundry - Don’t Know	

Rock Recording of the Year: Royal Tusk - Aftermath
Music Video of the Year: Scenic Route To Alaska - How It Feels
People’s Choice (Determined By Online Fan Vote): Millenia

2019 WESTERN CANADIAN MUSIC AWARDS 
INDUSTRY NOMINEES  .  OCTOBER 3, 2019

Audio Engineering Award: Scott Franchuk, Riverdale Recorders, 
Spencer Cheyne, OCL Studios
Community Excellence Award: National Music Centre,  
The Dungarees - 24 Hour Gigathon
Excellence in Visual Design: Shalom Toy - Cosmic Cavern Design
Impact in Artistic Development: Jessica Marsh, JAM Music Mgmt, 
National Music Centre
Impact in Live Music: Adam Oppenheim - Stampede Entertainment Inc.
Impact in Music Marketing: Matt Olah - Calgary Folk Fest / Soaring 
Eagle Records, National Music Centre
 

2019 WESTERN CANADIAN MUSIC AWARDS
ARTISTIC NOMINEES & WINNERS

BreakOut Artist of the Year: Nuela Charles, Striker
Children’s Artist of the Year: Rattle and Strum
Classical Artist / Ensemble of the Year: Land’s End Ensemble
Classical Composer of the Year: Allan Gordon Bell, Laurie Radford
Country Artist of the Year: Brett Kissel, Dan Davidson,  
George Canyon
Electronic / Dance Artist of the Year: Soulier, Talltale
Instrumental Artist of the Year: Signs & Letters
Metal / Hard Music Artist of the Year: Striker
Roots Duo / Group of the Year: GhostBoy, Tri-Continental (AB / BC)
Roots Solo Artist of the Year: Joe Nolan, John Wort Hannam,  
Mariel Buckley
Songwriter(s) of the Year: Mariel Buckley
Spiritual Artist of the Year: Kyle Church, West of Here 

Video Director of the Year: Travis Nesbitt - The Dungarees,  
Don’t Hold Back
Visual Media Composer of the Year: Burnett/Schmidt, Reawaken 
(Movements I-V); Tim Brown, Run for Your Life
World Artist of the Year: Montuno West, Ryan Timoffee
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2019 CANADIAN COUNTRY MUSIC AWARDS
SEPTEMBER 8, 2019  .  ALBERTAN NOMINEES & WINNERS	

Entertainer of the Year: Paul Brandt, Brett Kissel
Album of the Year: Paul Brandt, The Journey BNA Vol. 2 
Apple Music Fans’ Choice: Gord Bamford, Paul Brandt, *Brett Kissell
Female Artist of the Year: Lindsay Ell, *Tenille Townes
Group or Duo of the Year: High Valley
Interactive Artist or Group of the Year: *Lindsay Ell, Aaron Goodvin, 
Brett Kissel, Nice Horse
MNP Male Artist of the Year: Paul Brandt, Brett Kissel
Roots Album of the Year: Black Mountain Whiskey Rebellion,  
Dan Davidson
Single of the Year: Lindsay Ell “Criminal”, Gord Bamford “Dive Bar”, 
*Tenille Townes “Somebody’s Daughter”
Anthem Entertainment Songwriter(s) of the Year: Brett Kissel, Gord 
Bamford, *Tenille Townes
Video of the Year: Lindsay Ell “Criminal”, *Tenille Townes, 
“Somebody’s Daughter”
Bass Player of the Year: *Lisa Dodd, Curtis Ebner, Justin Kudding
Drummer of the Year: Ben Bradley, *Chad Melchert
Fiddle Player of the Year: *Tyler Vollrath Denis Dufresne
Guitar Player of the Year: Ryan Davidson, *Matt Mckay
Keyboard Player of the Year: Mike Little, Brendan Waters
Specialty Instrument Player of the Year: Denis Dufresne, *Mitch Jay
Steel Guitar Player of the Year: *Mitch Jay

Music Director of the Year (Large Market): Steph Hansen, A.J. Keller
Music Director of the Year (Medium or Small Market): Luca James, 
Cory Noel
Radio Station of the Year (Large Market): *CKBY-FM
Radio Station of the Year (Medium or Small Market): *CKGY-FM
On-Air Personalities of the Year (Large Market): *CISN in the 
Mornings with Chris, Jack, & Matt
On-Air Personalities of the Year (Medium or Small Market):  
*The Real Wake Up with Vinnie & Randi
Booking Agency of the Year: Sakamoto Agency
Country Club of the Year: Cook County Saloon, Ranchman’s 
Cookhouse and Dancehall
Country Festival, Fair or Exhibition of the Year: Big Valley Jamboree, 
Calgary Stampede
Country Music Program or Special of the Year: The Dungarees 
Christmas Special
Recording Studio of  the Year: MCC Recording Studio, OCL Studios
Ron Sakamoto Talent Buyer or Promoter of the Year:  
Adam Oppenheim
Video Director of the Year: Travis Nesbitt
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COVID-19 

Alberta Music team members 
began working from home on 
March 16th due to the COVID-19 
outbreak. Working remotely, we 
remained entirely willing and 
able to serve all members, artists 
and industry during this time. The 
health and safety of our team, 
our members, our guests, and our 
communities is our top priority 
and we are committed to posting 
updates, news, and resources to 
help our music community. 


