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LAND ACK. 

Alberta Music Industry Association respectfully 

acknowledges that it is situated on Treaty 6 and 7 

territories - the ancestral and traditional territory 

of the Cree, Métis, Dene, Blackfoot, Saulteaux, 

Nakota Sioux and Treaty 7 region in Southern 

Alberta, which vincludes the Blackfoot 

Confederacy, as well as the Tsuut’ina First Nation, 

and the Stoney Nakoda. We acknowledge the 

many First Nations, Métis and Inuit whose 

footsteps have marked these lands for generations 

and continue today. With this acknowledgement, 

we remind ourselves of the responsibilities we 

have as Treaty people to understand our shared 

colonial history and commit ourselves to working 

towards a just and inclusive society.



  This year marks Alberta Music’s 40th anniversary – and there is so much to celebrate. Over the last four decades, 
Alberta Music has championed the work of hundreds of artists and industry professionals through delivering a 
diverse array of programming, export and showcase opportunities, driving advocacy efforts across the country, 
creating vital funding streams for artists, and much, much more.

As we look to the work of Alberta Music over the last year, the team has focused on delivering programs and 
services that represent the increasingly diverse membership that we serve. From the Black Music Mentorship 
Program and Black Music Mixer & Jam to the Advancing Diversity and Equity in Music Production workshop 
series, Alberta Music recognizes that we must create opportunities that support underrepresented and 
marginalized communities. These are only a few examples of our commitment to respecting and including all of 
Alberta's voices, making our music community stronger as diverse perspectives come together.

2024 also marks four years since the COVID-19 pandemic devastated the music industry and creative economy 
across the province. In the years since, we have seen a return to a vibrant, diverse, and connected music 
community. However, our work here is not done yet. Alberta Music is proud to be an advocate for our industry 
including our partnership on the recent launch of reports such as West Anthem’s Resonant Energies strategies for 
Calgary and Edmonton, and to be part of the national advocacy campaign to increase the Canada Music Fund 
budget. Through these efforts, we can continue to build towards diversified economies that foster sustainable 
careers as artists and industry professionals across the province. We are resilient, and there is no greater example 
of this than how this industry, our members, and Alberta Music recovered from the most significant disruption to 
our sector in recent memory.

As a board, we continued the important transformation from an operational board to a governance oversight 
board. Our time was focused on building the foundation that will carry us into the next 40 years including 
refreshing policies and procedures, revisiting our committees and their purpose, and developing a strategic plan 
to guide operations. This is a pivotal moment for the Alberta Music board, and I am honoured to be Chair during 
this time.

Thank you to the staff: Carly, Esma, Jess, Nick, and Vanessa for your passion, hard-work, and fearless leadership in 
advocating for our members. You are a small, but mighty team, and on behalf of the entire board we are so 
grateful to work alongside you.

Finally, we could not have reached this milestone of 40 years without you, our members, who have championed 
this industry across Alberta, Canada, and beyond. Thank you.

Stephanie Pahl
Chair, Alberta Music

CHAIR’S MESSAGE
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Alberta Music’s mission is to foster the excellence of Alberta artists and the Alberta music industry through 
education and support. Looking back at 2023-24, this mission has never felt more appropriate. We fostered a 
sense of community, ensured artists and companies had the tools they needed to succeed, amplified new voices, 
and connected with industry and audiences around the globe.
 
Professional development, career advice and export are still main focuses that are delivered through a variety of 
our programs. As our membership and creativity industry evolves, we have recognized the need to evolve 
alongside them and will continue to learn and do the work to further develop programming that represents our 
diversifying membership. This year we gave a platform to voices that deserve to be elevated including 
Indigenous, Black, women and non-binary creatives and professionals.

Alberta Music continues to sit on the committee for West Anthem, the advocacy organization established to 
stimulate conversations regarding the opportunity, growth, sustainability, and potential of Alberta’s music industry 
and ecosystem. In 2023-24 we prepared the final drafts of Resonant Energies: A Music City Strategy for Calgary 
and Edmonton and a Toolkit for Rural and Small City which will be published in May 2024. The partnership 
between the National Music Centre and Alberta Music in the West Anthem initiative is strong and will continue to 
develop in its support of our industry for years.
 
We continued work on 2023 JUNO Legacy projects made possible by the 2023 Edmonton JUNOs Host 
Committee; the EPL Musician in Residence program launched, and Mallory Chipman served as the inaugural 
Musician in Residence. This program will continue to run until 2026. We also presented the Together YEG Concert 
Series between October 2023 and March 2024. This legacy concert series injected $100K directly back into the 
Edmonton live music sector, showcasing 36 local Edmonton and it raised over $12,000 for local charities.
 
As we were wrapping up the 2023 JUNOs, we were thrilled to learn that after nearly a decade The Canadian 
Country Music Award Week will be back to Edmonton in September 2024. The economic impact that these major 
cultural events have on our cities and province have an incredible positive effect for local artists and businesses.
 
I want to say a huge thank you to our funding partners including the Government of Canada, FACTOR, The 
Government of Alberta, Edmonton Arts Council, Calgary Arts Development, and all our funders. These sponsors 
and government departments understand the economic and cultural value of the music sector and we’re grateful 
for their continued confidence in our programs and services.
 
I want to thank the Board of Directors of Alberta Music who have provided thoughtful, generous, and insightful 
oversight for our association. It’s wonderful to work with such a great group of individuals who care so much about 
our industry. I want to thank the staff at Alberta Music - Esma, Jessica, Nick and Vanessa-  for their passion and 
creativity. Our staff is dedicated to providing value for our membership and industry and it is reflected in the 
programs we’ve offered throughout the year. It’s been an absolute pleasure to work with them. 
 
Of course, Alberta Music would not exist and be the organization it is today without our amazing members. There 
isn’t a day that goes by where I am not inspired by your talents, commitment to the live music sector and  your 
drive and determination. It’s an honour to represent and collaborate with you on such a wide range of projects 
and initiatives.
 
Thank you for a great year! As we head into Alberta Music’s 40th year as an organization., I look forward to 
connecting with you all. 

Carly Klassen
Executive Director, Alberta Music

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S 
MESSAGE
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We are a member-based, not-for-profit industry association working with over 600 members in all facets of the 
music industry, including artists and bands, managers, studios, media, songwriters, venues, promoters, 
producers and beyond.  
Through our programs and services, we provide information, education, communication, advocacy, industry 
development, and networking opportunities to develop and promote the growth and sustainability of the 
Alberta music industry.

To foster the excellence of 
Alberta artists and the Alberta 
music industry through 
education and support.

A diverse, informed and 
connected Alberta music 
industry. 

Music is a collaborative art, 
evolving and thriving when diverse 
perspectives come together. 
Respecting and including all of 
Alberta's voices makes our music 
community stronger.

Alberta Music’s programs and services are made possible by the generous support of the Government of 
Alberta, FACTOR and the Government of Canada, Calgary Arts Development, Edmonton Arts Council, and 
members of the music industry of Alberta. 
We would like to thank all of our funders and the sponsors who have contributed to the success of many of our 
programs and initiatives this year. 

MISSION, VALUES & BELIEFS

FUNDERS & SPONSORS

MISSION VISION STATEMENT OF BELIEF

Pictured: Mallory Chipman, Photographer: Jarrett Edmund



Honourable mention to Vanessa Wilson our outgoing Communications & Administrative Assistant.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF & TEAM

STEPHANIE PAHL
Glenbow Museum  |  Chair
Calgary

BRIAN FAUTEUX
University of Alberta |  Vice Chair
Edmonton

STEVE DERPACK
JLC Productions |  Treasurer
Edmonton

CANDACE WEBBER
Adventure Marketing Company Inc.  |  Secretary
Calgary

COURTNEY MILFORD
Students’ Association of MacEwan University
Edmonton

DAN CLAPSON
Bluejay Sessions & The Prairie Emporium
Calgary

JOSE ARISTOTELES CANGA
Keyboardist, Music Producer, & Sound Engineer
Edmonton

MANUELA WUTHRICH
3x JUNO Award Nominated Artist
Edmonton

NATASHA MANDRUSIAK
Stampede Entertainment
Calgary

ESMA SHMEIT
Communications & Membership Coordinator 

CAITLIN NORTH
Alberta Music Travel Grant Administrator

CARLY KLASSEN
Executive Director

JESSICA L’HEUREUX
Program Manager

NICK BUSSIERE
Programs Coordinator

SHANNON JOHNSON
Bookkeeper

Photographer: JSLVR 
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LOCAL PARTNERS

Alberta Media Production Industries Association 
(AMPIA)
Alberta Partners of Arts and Culture (APAC)
ATB Financial Branch for Arts & Culture
Arts Touring Alliance of Alberta
Bird Creatives 
Calgary Arts Development
Calgary Folk Music Festival
City of Edmonton
City of Calgary
Country Music Alberta
Edmonton Arts Council
Edmonton Downtown Business Association
Edmonton Folk Music Festival
Edmonton Public Library 
Explore Edmonton
National Music Centre
Sled Island Music & Arts Festival
Tourism Calgary 
West Anthem
Winterruption YEG Festival

NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS  

Banff World Media Festival
BreakOut West / Western Canadian Music 
Alliance 
Breaking Down Racial Barriers 
Canadian Council of Music Industry Associations 
(CCMIA)
Canadian Country Music Association (CCMA)
Canadian Independent Music Association 
(CIMA) 
Canadian Live Music Association (CLMA)
Canada’s Music Incubator
ENKI Music Collective
Foundation Assisting Canadian Talent on 
Recordings (FACTOR)
Manitoba Music 
Music BC 
Music Nova Scotia
Music Ontario
Music Yukon
SaskMusic 
Women in Women Canada

PARTNERS

Photographer: Eric Kozakiewicz
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Kasseys Photography
J S L V R
Jarrett Edmund
Ironvoice group
Wistful

PHOTOGRAPHERS, 
VIDEOGRAPHERS & 

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Throughout the year Alberta Music relies on industry professionals to adjudicate applications for show-
cases, performance opportunities, mentorship projects and events. 

Thank you to the 2023-24 jurors:

Dan Clapson
Robyn Raymond
Nathalie Tait
Jarrett Edmund
Andrea Shipka
Sean Newton
Jinting Zhao
Steve Derpack
Manuela Wuthrich
Rubim de Toledo

JURORS

Ari Canga
Cindy McLeod
Ryan Langlois
John Wort Hannam
James Murdoch
Troy Kokol
Natasha Mandrusiak
Craig Walsh 
Liam Prost
Jeff Ojeda

A vital part of our events is the photographers, videographers and graphic designers we’ve worked 
with in 2023-24. We would like to thank the following creatives for their work with Alberta Music over 
the last year:

Heather Saitz
Dream Door Media
Indah by Natalie 
Ty Ferguson
Brad Villanueva

Wonago Media
Shalom Toy
KAMIKA
Kennedy Melissa Photography
Eric Kozakiewicz
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By joining Alberta Music, you join a vast network of 
Alberta-based music industry personnel including 
artists, managers, record labels, agents, publicists, 
media, associations, festivals, studios, producers, 
record companies, venues, talent buyers, radio 
stations, retailers and more. Benefits include 
education, networking, showcasing, consultations 
and discounts.  

Individual - 507
Band - 63
Company - 16
Student - 56
Fan - 8
Sustaining - 1

MEMBERS BENEFIT PARTNERSHIPS
Alberta Music partners with a variety of local and 
national organizations and companies to provide 
discounts on services.

CARAS/JUNOS 
Canadian Country Music Association 
The Citadel Theatre (New)
NVMA Studios - Production & DJ School in 
Edmonton (New)
OT Vibez Rehearsal Studio (New)
MOD - Merch on Demand (New)
Canadian Independent Music Association (CIMA) 
Membership (New)
Standard Vinyl (New)
Shannon’s Hypnotherapy (New)
Earshot Distro
Long & McQuade
Front Row Insurance
Stampede Entertainment
Germain Hotels
Private Voice Lessons with Anna Beaumont 
Centered on Centre Ave Yoga
K Wellness Creative Physical Therapy
SmaristU - Music Education Program
Dominelli Studios
Velveteen AI - Distribution

MEMBERSHIP & 
BENEFIT 
PARTNERSHIPS

BREAKDOWN OF ARTISTS & 
INDUSTRY MEMBERS

INDUSTRY MEMBER BREAKDOWN

MEMBERSHIP BREAKDOWN 
BY GENRE
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Rock

Electronic

Hip-Hop/Rap

Singer/Songwriter

Country

Folk/Roots/Americana

Pop
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World

Alternative

Other
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INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT>>

industry
development



Alberta Music continues to sit on the steering 
committee for West Anthem. West Anthem is an 
advocacy organization established to stimulate 
conversations regarding the opportunity, growth, 
sustainability, and potential of Alberta’s music 
industry and ecosystem. 

In 2023-24 the committee drew from community 
interviews, small group focus groups, and online 
survey responses combined with secondary 
research to present a strategic plan to envision 
Edmonton and Calgary as the go-to destination 
for music creatives and music entrepreneurs. The 
Resonant Energies: A Music City Strategy for 
Calgary and Edmonton and a Toolkit for Rural and 
Small City will be published in May 2024.

Our Export (Livestock) program helps promote 
Alberta artists and industry through showcases 
at music industry conferences and festivals 
both domestically and internationally. Our 
Export program acts as a conduit to connect 
Alberta to the broader national and 
international music industries by connecting 
Albertans with artists, tastemakers, and 
decision makers outside of our local industry. 
By increasing the visibility of Alberta artists on a 
national and international level it creates 
opportunities for our artists to build 
relationships in new markets. 

In 2023/24 Alberta Music was able to connect 
with our export markets in person across 11 
cities in Germany, UK, USA, Mexico and 
Canada creating 32 showcase opportunities for 
export-ready artists.

The Great Escape - Brighton, England (May 2023)
Sled Island- Calgary, Alberta (June 2023)
Americanafest - Nashville, Tennessee (September 2023)
Reeperbahn Festival - Hamburg, Germany (September 2023)
Alberta Focus - Calgary, AB - (October 2023)
Breakout West - Kelowna, British Columbia (October 2023)
Come Together Showcase - Toronto, Ontario (November 2023)
M for Montreal - Montreal, Quebec (November 2023)
AmericanaFest UK - London, England (January 2024)
FimPRO - Guadalajara, Mexico (February 2024)
SXSW - Austin, TX USA (March 2024)

# of Alberta Artists Showcased in Canada: 21
# of Alberta Artists Showcased Internationally: 11
# of Showcases: 11

ALBERTA 
MUSIC 
EXPORT

WEST
ANTHEM

Photographer: Marius Drews
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“Alberta Music” partnered with CIMA to present Mouraine and Rebecca 
Lappa at The Great Escape. Prior to The Great Escape, Alberta Music 
partnered with ENKI Music and showcased both Mouraine and Rebecca 
Lappa in London at Strongroom Studios. Alberta Music representatives and 
artists participated in speed meetings and a networking event in London 
prior to artist performances. Highlights from The Great Escape festival 
included attending the Ireland Music Reception and the Music Manager 
Forum Brunch.

THE GREAT 
ESCAPE
BRIGHTON, ENGLAND 
MAY 10-13, 2023

SLED ISLAND
CALGARY, ALBERTA
JUNE 21-25, 2023

AMERICANAFEST
NASVILLE, TENNESSEE
SEPTEMBER 19-23, 2023

REEPERBAHN
FESTIVAL
HAMBURG, GERMANY
SEPTEMBER 20-23, 2023

Alberta Music returned to 
its partnership with Sled 
Island this year, following a 
pause during the 
pandemic years. We 
hosted a networking 
reception at the Palomino 
Smokehouse prior to the 
showcase. Showcasing 
artists included Samantha 
Savage Smith, K-Riz, 
Lushings, and Thomas 
Thomas. The event was a 
great opportunity for 
artists to perform for 
Alberta based promoters 
and festival bookers.

Pictured: K-Riz, Photographer: Jarrett Edmund

In partnership with CIMA and BreakOut West, Alberta Music attended 
Americanafest, showcasing JJ Shiplett and Colleen Brown. Mariel Bukcley 
also had an official showcase at the Bluebird Cafe. While in Nashville, 
Alberta Music staff were able to participate in country connections speed 
meetings in partnership with Sounds Australia and a networking mixer 
sponsored by SOCAN.

Alberta Music attended Reeperbahn Festival in partnership with CIMA, 
showcasing Kuzi Cee and Kyle McKearney. Prior to departure, showcasing 
artists participated in CIMA’s German Market Workshop presented by Steffi 
von Kannemann (Better Things Berlin). Both Kuzi Cee’s management team, 
Half-Time Management and representatives from Alberta Music were able 
to participate in a pre-event in Berlin orchestrated by CIMA and the 
Canadian Consulate. The Berlin event included a panel on touring in 
Germany, a networking lunch, and evening showcase and networking 
event. At the Reeperbahn showcase, venues were at capacity for both artist 
performances. Networking events of note during the conference included 
the Amazon Music Welcome Reception, the International Music Managers 
Forum mixer, and the ROBA Reception.

13



ALBERTA FOCUS
CALGARY, ALBERTA
OCTOBER 7-11 2023

Alberta Music presented Alberta Focus in Calgary. This program included a 
showcase at the King Eddy, followed by one-on-one meetings with five 
international delegates. This showcase gave five export-ready artists the 
opportunity to showcase and connect with international music industry 
professionals from around the world. Participating artists included Mike Tod, 
Mallory Chipman, Tea G, Starpainter, and Josh Sahunta. International 
delegates included Rebecca “Fluff” Stewart (Cambridge Folk Festival), Yuya 
Saito (Moorworks), and Gabriela Urquiza (Glamrock Agency). Delegates also 
participated in an evening reception to connect with various Alberta based 
artists and industry professionals including Dan Clapson, Michael Bernard 
Fitzgerland, Tea Fannie, and Femi Bode-George

Pictured: Josh Sahunta, Photographer: Jarrett Edmund

We teamed up with CIMA and other music industry associations across 
Canada to present a showcase and networking event in Toronto. Come 
Together is a two-day event which includes showcases, B2B meetings and 
mentorship sessions. The first day included a panel presentation by Spotify. 
Following the panel, artists took part in roundtable discussions with invited 
industry targets based in Toronto including labels, sync agents and Spotify. 
The second day also included a showcase at Dine Alone Records and speed 
meetings with industry members from companies such as Arts & Crafts and 
Hook & Co. In 2023 we showcased artists Sinzere and Skinny Dyck.

COME TOGETHER 
SHOWCASE
TORONTO, ONTARIO
NOVEMBER 13-16, 2023

Alberta Music showcased 36? and Miesha and the Spanks at M for Montreal. 
The conference was a stand out for Alberta Music  as competing events were 
not scheduled, and delegates were all in attendance at every showcase. 
There were many curated networking opportunities facilitated by the M for 
Montreal team including one on one’s, and multiple mixer events. Partnering 
with Breakout West, Alberta Music sponsored a dinner event with select 
delegates to curate an opportunity for artists to connect with industry 
professionals that had been pre-selected.

M FOR MONTREAL
MONTREAL, QUEBEC
NOVEMBER 15-18, 2023

14



Alberta Music partnered with CIMA, Manitoba Music, Music Ontario and 
Music BC to present a showcase at FIMPRo. We worked with MalfiCo., a 
locally based public relations company and the Canadian consulate to help 
bridge the gaps between artists and the Latin American based industry. 
Calgary’s own Miesha & the Spanks was the featured showcase artist and 
they also participated in all of the scheduled networking events. 

Artist: Miesha & The Spanx, Photographer: Jaime Martin

FIMPRO
GUADALAJARA, MEXICO
FEBRUARY 28 - 
MARCH 2, 2024

Alberta Music returned to SXSW and partnered with CIMA and BreakOut 
West to showcase JJ Shiplett and WAKE. Both showcases were well attended 
and received by many industry members nationally and internationally. New 
this year, Alberta Music partnered with RANGE magazine as an official 
showcase. SXSW has also proven to be beneficial for Alberta Music staff to 
connect with international conference representatives. While attending 
festivals such as Reeperbahn and Folk Alliance, it has been difficult to 
connect with organizers as they are busy overseeing the event itself. SXSW 
proved to be a beneficial opportunity to connect with organizers from Wide 
Days Scotland, M for Montreal, Big Sound, SXSydney, Folk Alliance 
International and Reeperbahn.  

SXSW
AUSTIN, TX
MARCH 8-16, 2024

The Alberta Music team is ecstatic about this Americana genre focused event 
in the United Kingdom. The 2024 event was productive for showcasing artists 
Kyle McKearney and JJ Shiplett, who both received official showcase slots. 
The boutique conference was pertinent in bringing together delegates. Part 
of the AmericanaFest UK mission includes a pre-event in collaboration with 
ENKI Music Services at Strongroom Studios. ENKI hosted an afternoon of 
roundtable speed meetings which included delegates who were available 
throughout the conference to continue full length conversations following 
the speed meetings.

AMERICANAFEST 
UK
HACKNEY, LONDON, UK
JANUARY 23-26, 2023

15



The Alberta Music Travel Grant provided travel 
assistance to Alberta-based music companies, artists 
and individuals to support the growth and 
professional development of their careers. This pilot 
program supported activities in markets through 
domestic and international showcases and tours, 
targeted and confirmed business meetings and 
collaborative songwriting trips. 

The Alberta Music Travel grant contributed 
$135,568.76 to support 73 applications. Members 
traveled to over 26 events across the globe and 
musicians participated in 19 tours, both domestically 
and internationally.

ALBERTA MUSIC 
TRAVEL GRANT

October 11 - 15, 2023

Alberta Music partnered with our western counterparts to produce BreakOut West, a music festival, 
music business conference, and the Western Canadian Music Awards. In 2023, BreakOut West was held 
in Kelowna and featured 8 showcasing Alberta artists. Artists included Sean Beaver, Thomas Thomas, 
Wyatt C Louis, Tea G, Sinzere, Celeigh Cardinal, Marcus Trummer, Whale and the Wolf. The four-day 
conference allowed artists and companies access to high-level music industry professionals and was a 
great opportunity for people to connect with delegates from Wales, Japan, Mexico and across Canada.

BREAKOUT WEST
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18%

19%

10%

Business Travel
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOP-
MENT >>

professional
development



Alberta Music’s Backstage Pass program provides members with music industry education through 
information sessions, professional development workshops, mentorship opportunities, and 
networking events and mixers. Our professional development activities are carefully curated to ensure 
that the information provided is current and relevant to our artists and industry members. 

Training & Resources:
Alberta music boasts an in-person and virtual library that our members are encouraged to access. 
These resources include: contact lists for various facets of the industry, grant and festival lists, marketing 
resources, educational resources and much more. Through our bi-weekly newsletter Alberta Music 
compiles information on upcoming opportunities, deadlines and other industry news to keep our 
members updated and informed on what’s going on in the industry.

2023-2024 - THE FACTS
# of Networking events: 4
# of Information Sessions: 20
One-on-One Consultations: 172
Attendees at Professional Development Events: 446
Attendees at Networking Events: 329
Panelists & Mentors: 47
Zoom event attendance: 191
Total Participants: 1138

BACKSTAGE PASS SESSIONS:
This year our Backstage Pass program included panel 
discussions, speaker presentations, one-on-one 
mentorship opportunities, networking nights, and a 
mentorship program in the UK market, and Better 
Together Thursday. We continued our partnership with 
ENKI Music, and developed our partnership with CMI 
to engage with their Artist Entrepreneur West mentors 
for the Backstage Pass Program. We look forward to 
expanding on our partnerships and our mentorship 
connections for the 2023-2024 season.

BACKSTAGE PASS / BETTER 
TOGETHER THURSDAY

INFORMATION 
SESSIONS

18



Who better to share insight on “Prepping for a Media Interview” than our 
office space neighbours, CKUA? Hosts from each city shared their afternoons 
with us to host casual informative sessions in the Alberta Music office. Kate 
and Grant participated in their respective cities providing artists with 
information about being interviewed on air, and connecting with radio 
stations to release singles. The two also shared insights on providing radio 
stations with pre-recorded personalized introductions for the songs for hosts 
to use. 

Virtual 
September 27, 2023

Panelists: Kate Stevens 
(CKUA), Dani Strong (Taylor 
Entertainment), Tarik 
Robinson (CBC)

This session covered the best practices 
for preparing for a radio release and 
pitching to radio stations. The event 
included two hosts from public radio, 
Kate Stevens and Tarik Robinson, 
countered with the perspective of Dani 
Strong, a radio tracker. 
Attendees learned about the 
difference in approaching the various 
forms of radio and knowing where to 
spend money on additional support 
and about the success artists are 
having doing it on their own. 

Alberta Music presented Elise Roller, CEO and Artist Manager at Misfit Music 
Management to present on the best practices for attending and performing 
at music conferences. 

Elise covered the importance of researching delegates prior to attending 
conferences, creating a schedule for the conference, reaching out to key 
delegates prior to the event to schedule meetings, and the importance of 
attending conference education events and speed meetings. 

BETTER TOGETHER 
THURSDAY: 
PREPPING FOR A 
MEDIA INTERVIEW

GETTING YOUR SONG 
ON THE RADIO

SET FOR SUCCESS: 
CONFERENCES

Calgary & Edmonton
September 14, 2023

Panelists: Kate Stevens 
(CKUA/NMC) - Calgary, 
Grant Stovel (CKUA) - 
Edmonton

Calgary & Virtual
October 5, 2023

Panelists: Elise Roller (Misfit 
Music Management)

19



Artists and music industry professionals are always in need of updated head-
shots and we provided the opportunity for 21 people to receive new head-
shots. Photographers set up at the Alberta Music office space in CKUA Radio 
(Edmonton) and the National Music Centre (Calgary). Attendees received 15 
minutes with each photographer with a blank canvas, and received two to 
four photos following the session. 

BETTER TOGETHER 
THURSDAYS - 
CREATIVE 
HEADSHOTS
Calgary & Edmonton 
October 26th, 2023

Photographers: 
Ty Furguson (Edmonton), 
Brad Villanueva (Calgary)

YOUR BAND AS A 
BUSINESS & 
ESTABLISHING YOUR 
LIVE VALUE WITH CMI
Calgary
November 4th, 2023

Edmonton 
November 5th, 2023

Panelists:
Vel Omazic (CMI), Jesse 
Mitchell (CMI)

Partnering with CMI during their Artist Entrepreneur West residency at the 
National Music Centre, Alberta Music offered a double workshop in both 
Calgary and Edmonton. Attendees first dove into Establishing Your Live 
Value with Jesse Mitchell, promoter, manager, and tour manager. Jesse 
covered the types of show offers artists will receive, and how to determine 
and create value for their performances, and how to evaluate the various 
benefits to different performance opportunities. Vel closed out the afternoon 
discussing band agreements, taxes, expenses, and revenue streams. 

ONE ON ONE 
MENTORSHIP 
SESSIONS WITH 
MISFIT MUSIC 
MANAGEMENT
Virtual
November 29th & 30th, 
2023

Panelists:
Elise Roller (Misfit Music 
Management), Claire 
Boning (Misfit Music 
Management)

Following the interest of members 
from our “Set for Success: 
Conferences” with Elise Roller, we 
enlisted the support of Misfit Music 
Management again to provide 
twelve one on one mentorship 
sessions. Participants registered in 
advance for sessions with either 
Elise or Claire based on their needs 
and availability. Artists were 
supported with advice on release 
plans, one sheet update 
suggestions, and connections to 
festivals and performance spaces in 
Winnipeg.
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LONDON CALLING: 
TOURING THE UK & 
EUROPE

ONE ON ONE 
MENTORSHIP 
SESSIONS WITH 
JUNIOR MUSIC

CLAIMING YOUR 
ROYALTIES

Virtual
December 6th, 2023

Panelists:
Danny Keir (ENKI 
Music), Joy Warman 
(Secretly Group), Dan 
Skerrit (World Artist 
Management)

Virtual
December 4th & 5th, 
2023

Panelists:
Jacques Richer (Junior 
Music)

Calgary
December 14, 2023
Edmonton
December 16, 2023

Panelists:
Tim Hardy (Sound of 
Pop)

Continuing our partnership with ENKI 
Music based in London, England, we 
hosted a virtual session on touring 
abroad with co-founder Danny Keir. 
Danny enlisted Joy Warman of 
Secretly Group and Dan Skerrit of 
World Artist Management to provide 
insight on the various facets of 
touring. Attendees were taken 
through a presentation by ENKI 
Music highlighting how to use social 
media and streaming statistics to 
research and plan for taking their 
music abroad and how to use music 
conferences as a launching pad. Joy 
Warman provided insights through 
the lens of a record label and 
targeting publicity and radio play to 
support starting in a new market. Dan 
Skerrit shared his experience as a tour 
manager to advise on travelling with 
merchandising and provided tips on 
touring routing. 

After meeting with Jacques Richer of 
Junior Music at Breakout West, the 
Alberta Music team knew he would 
be a great addition to our 
educational programming. Jacques 
met with six Alberta Music members 
providing insight on the francophone 
and folk music markets. 

Alberta Music hosted a session on 
Claiming Your Royalties with Tim 
Hardy. Tim covered the importance 
of registering with all royalty 
collections agencies and what it 
means to have a publisher or 
distributor take on the work instead. 
The session proved to be key with 
the new launch of SOCAN collecting 
reproduction rights, and the 
differences between registering with 
SOCAN or CMRRA for reproduction 
royalties.
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ONE ON ONE 
ROYALTY 
CONSULTATIONS
Calgary
December 14, 2023
Edmonton
December 15, 2023

Panelists:
Tim Hardy (Sound of Pop)

These sessions, which were held in 
person and virtually, gave attendees 
the opportunity to schedule a 
one-on-one session with Tim Hardy to 
discuss royalties. Tim, co-owner of 
Sound of Pop, covered a broad range 
of topics with each artist, including 
copyright, performing rights, master 
royalties, and more. Several meetings 
focused on the ability to claim 
royalties while using platforms such 
as twitch, and licensing music to 
video games.

HOW TO TOUR 
CANADA 
Edmonton
January 8th, 2024
Calgary
January 11th, 2024

Panelist:
Mariel Buckley

Speaking from the extensive 
knowledge she has accumulated 
from years of touring Canada, as a 
headliner and a supporting act.  
Mariel Buckley spoke with members 
about the dos and don’ts of touring 
across our vast country.  From how to 
set up a grass roots tour to what it’s 
like working with an agent to build 
out tours. She shared a variety of tips 
and resources that she uses to ensure 
you stay healthy, physically and 
mentally,  while staying on schedule 
and on budget.

BUILDING A 
MUSIC TEAM
Lethbridge
February 25th, 2024
Red Deer
February 27th, 2024

Panelists:
Liam Prost, Shaela Miller, 
& Ryland Moranz

For these sessions we took Backstage 
Pass on the road to Lethbridge and 
Red Deer for discussions on the 
different roles each team member 
plays in a musician's career and how 
to go about building this team up. 
Following these sessions there were 
also networking events to allow the 
community to come together and get 
to know each other and Alberta 
Music better.
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COUNTRY MUSIC 
ALBERTA ROUND 
TABLES AND 
KEYNOTE

Edmonton
March 9th, 2024

ONE ON ONE 
MENTORSHIP W/ 
MARIEL BUCKELY

In Person & Virtual
March 18-27th, 2024

Panelist:
Mariel Buckley

In collaboration with the 2024 
Country Music Alberta Awards we 
hosted a series of roundtable 
discussions on various topics 
including: Setting up Co-writes, 
Brand Deals, Showcasing 
Internationally, Music Management, 
Grant Writing, Nashville Tips, and 
Women in Music. Following these 
round tables we presented a keynote 
discussion on Preparing for a Live 
Show.

Round Tables Speakers: 
Mariya Stokes, Brandi Sidoryk, Michela Sheedy, Alex Hughs, Jeff Ojeda, Kyle 
McKearney, Rebecca Winjack, Dan Davidson, The Grant Slayer Team, Devin 
Cooper, Hailey Benedict, Natasha Mandrusiak, and Amanda Gregoire.

Keynote Panelists:
Brennan Wall, and Lisa Jacobs

During these one on one sessions 
members were able to draw from the 
wealth of knowledge Mariel has 
gained through her long and 
successful career. These sessions 
allowed members to ask questions 
and gain a deeper understanding of 
the challenges developing artists 
face and how they can push past 
them by someone who has first hand 
experience. 

IMPROVING GRANT 
& PERFORMANCE 
APPLICATIONS
Virtual
April 10th & 12th, 2024

Panelists: Jess L’Heureux 
& Caitlin North

This session was held after identifying 
a need for stronger grant and 
showcasing applications from 
members. The goal of this session 
was to help inform and empower 
applicants to create concise grant 
and showcasing applications that are 
backed up by a solid plan to help 
increase their chances at writing 
successful grants and applications.
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CONTACTS AND 
CREATIVE LAW
Edmonton
April 16th, 2024
Calgary
April 17th, 2024

Panelist: Byron 
Pascoe

ONE ON ONE 
MENTORSHIP W/ 
BYRON PASCOE
Edmonton
April 16th, 2024
Calgary
April 18th, 2024

Panelist: Byron 
Pascoe

Byron has a passion for sharing 
knowledge and his company 
Edwards Creative Law keeps a blog 
that can be a valuable tool for staying 
up to date on legal matters within the 
music industry. During his session he 
gave our members an overview of the 
most common legal issues that may 
arise including: Management 
Contracts, Record Contracts, 
Publishing Deals and Producer 
Agreements.

These one on one sessions allowed 
our members to sit down with Byron 
for some free legal advice that was 
specific to their circumstances. 

TOURING AND 
MERCH: VINYL 
EDITION
Edmonton 
April 25th, 2024
Calgary
April 29th, 2024

Panelist: Robyn Raymond

Robyn Raymond from Red Spade 
Records covered the art of vinyl 
design and printing. She also shared 
her experience as one of Calgary’s 
top Production Managers to discuss 
the benefits of selling vinyl on the 
road, and building direct 
relationships with your fans at the 
merch table. 
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Fall 2023

Continuing our partnership with ENKI Music was extremely important to our team as it complements 
the work being done in our target export markets in the United Kingdom and Europe. This year the 
program was available to artists with confirmed showcases or plans to be in the market for touring. 
Artists involved in the program included: Kuzi Cee, Kyle McKearney, The Goddamsels, and Josh 
Sahunta. Both Kuzi Cee and Kyle McKearney showcased at Reeperbahn in Germany and were 
supported by the team at ENKI prior with one on one consultations with the ENKI artist management 
team. Kuzi Cee was connected with London based producers, extending his trip to write and record 
with these new connections. One of these new songs will be released on Kuzi’s upcoming EP. The ENKI 
team was on the ground in Reeperbahn to support both Kuzi and Kyle, sending out invites to key 
industry targets and making those connections in person. Through our Alberta Focus showcase 
program, Alberta Music made stronger connections with Josh Sahunta and learned of his upcoming 
trip to the United Kingdom to perform and record with several esteemed producers. Josh was able to 
meet the ENKI team in person, and join them for The Great Escape announce industry event where they 
helped make key connections. 

Looking forward to the winter, ENKI Music began to meet with The Goddamsels in support of their 
showcase at Showing Roots Ireland's Folk Music Conference and prepare for an Ireland and UK tour. 
Kyle McKearney continued to receive support from ENKI leading up to his showcase at AmericanaFest 
UK. Having two Alberta artists in the market at the same time with complimentary styles lead to the two 
touring together in the United Kingdom for a week’s worth of shows. 

Mentorship participants received one to one artist meetings, a full social media health check and 
analysis, mentor meetings with ENKI Music, bespoke campaign planners, an export toolkit, and 
bespoke actions outlined for future strategies. We look forward to continuing this partnership program.

ENKI MUSIC UK MENTORSHIP
Pictured: Tea G, Photographer: Jarrett Edmund) 
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ALBERTA MUSIC SUMMER SOCIAL
Edmonton – August 30, 2023 @ Kaffa Roaster & Art Studio
Attendees: 61
Calgary – September 6, 2023 @ The King Eddy
Attendees: 79

Our second year hosting our “Summer Social” networking events to encourage connections within the 
Calgary and Edmonton markets. Our staff was able to connect with our members along with new and 
returning board members. This mixer also gave our members a chance to connect with each other and 
to help foster potential for collaboration between members. Bird Creatives maximized the Alberta 
Music social events to provide the opportunity for attendees to fill out the West Anthem Music City 
Strategies survey and engaged with people about the work of West Anthem. Attendees at our all ages 
events enjoyed networking, snacks, and a photobooth! Both events boasted promoters, festival 
bookers, emcee’s, artists, session musicians, producers, and photographers. Topics discussed with staff 
included: showcase opportunities, release strategies, marketing and social media.

ALBERTA MUSIC WINTER MIXERS
Calgary - February 1st, 2024 @ The Prairie Emporium
Attendees - 72
Edmonton - February 7th, 2024 @ SOHO
Attendees - 92

Our winter mixers provided another opportunity for members to connect with our staff and other 
members. The Edmonton mixer packed local venue, SOHO.  Attendees were keen to discuss the new 
Alberta Music Travel Grant, and album release strategies. The Calgary mixer proved to be a great 
opportunity for artists to connect with promoters and festival buyers. The mixers have been a great 
opportunity for our members to connect with representatives from both Alberta Music offices and our 
Board of Directors.

NETWORKING EVENTS



COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT>>

community
engagement



Indigenous Women in Music Panel
As the program coordinator, Troy Kokol 
connected our team with key community 
members to curate a panel on Indigenous 
Women in the Music Industry on July 19, 2023. 
This panel featured Beatrice Love, Robin Cisek, 
Alicia Kayley, and Terri-Ann Armstrong who are all 
award winning indigenous artists from across the 
province. This panel was held virtually and social 
media content was created of each speaker 
sharing an artist tip to our Instagram audience 
amassing over 2500 views.

Social Media Features
Five Alberta Indigenous Artists were featured on 
the Alberta Music Social Media pages the week 
of June 21 to June 30, 2023. Each artist received 
an honorarium for the use of their content. 
Featured artists included: Celeigh Cardinal, 
Phyllis Sinclair, Ashley Ghostkeeper, Beatrice 
Love, and Rellik.

Spotify Playlists
Our Spotify playlists have been steadily gaining 
followers and keeping music fans connected with 
local artists. In partnership with CFWE we built 
two playlists on our Alberta Music Spotify profile. 
These playlists utilized the Alberta Music platform 
to feature Indigenous Alberta artists to increase 
fan awareness, fan engagement, and feed the 
Spotify algorithm. 

NATIONAL INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES DAY

PHOTO

Pictured: Celeigh Cardinal, Photographer: Eric Kozakiewicz

28



Photographer: Kasseys Photography

Black Music Mixers & Jam Sessions
Edmonton - March 25, 2024
Calgary - March 27, 2024

Alberta music hosted two networking mixers and jam sessions 
coordinated with the help of Arlo Maverick, a  community 
leader, artist, and industry professional based in Edmonton. 
These events were held at the JANA Building in Edmonton 
and the Rose Luxury Lounge in Calgary, which are both Black 
owned and operated. These mixers and jam sessions were 
open to Black creatives, musicians, industry professionals and 
allies and provided an opportunity for people to connect, 
collaborate, and share their music with the community. A band 
of talented musicians was hired for each event and artists were 
invited to come up and jam with the band throughout the 
night. This resulted in an evening filled with music that 
spanned multiple genres and truly showcased the immense 
talent and diversity that exists within the Black community in 
Alberta.

Mentorship Sessions 
Alberta music also put out a call for applications for a 
mentorship program aimed at connecting artists and industry 
professionals with national contacts. This program got a 
significant amount of applications and underscored the 
importance of more programming like this in Alberta. Eight 
participants were chosen to participate in this program which 
included a keynote discussion with Odario Willaims and three 
one on one meetings with a selection of mentors. These 
mentors included: Omar Lodge, Roy Hamilton, David “Click” 
Cox, Michelle Allman-Esdaille, Rich Kidd, and DJ Mel Boogie. 
These sessions were designed to help participants expand 
their networks and learn from the vast amount of knowledge 
the mentors had to offer. 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH



Our Spotify playlists have been steadily 
gaining followers and keeping music fans 
connected with local artists. These staff 
and guest curated playlists include weekly 
new releases from our members, 
collaboration playlists with conferences, 
festivals and events.

SPOTIFY 
PLAYLISTS

Panel and Mixer
Edmonton - March 5, 2024
Calgary - March 6, 2024

In partnership with the newly formed Alberta Chapter 
of Women in Music Canada, Alberta Music hosted 
panel and networking events at River City Revival 
House in Edmonton and The Prairie Emporium in 
Calgary. This events brought the community together 
for engaging conversation and featured panels 
discussions from:  Lindsay Walker (Host), Nuela 
Charles, Jinting Zhao, Nathalie Tait, Mariel Buckley, 
and Rebecca Windjack in Edmonton; and Kate 
Stevens (Host) Jess Arcand, Sinzere, Lisa Jacobs, 
Mariya Stokes, Robyn Raymond, and Miesha Louie in 
Calgary. 

These events helped to launch the Women in Music 
Alberta Chapter - led by Amanda Gregoire and 
Natasha Mandrusiak - and celebrated the success 
and stories of women in the music industry from 
across Alberta. It also highlighted how our 
organizations can continue to work together 
as we focus on the same mission 
and goals.

INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY

Photographer: Kasseys Photography
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December 10, 2023 - March 3, 2024

The Advancing Diversity and Equity in Music Production (ADEMP) 
project was a 4 part workshop series that took place between  
December 2023 - March 2024 in Edmonton,  hosted at Up in Arms 
Studios. 

The workshops were held in 2 streams - BIPOC and Women/ Gender 
Expansive -  with a focus on production and audio engineering for 
each stream. Each workshop had between 7-8 participants per day, all 
of whom were residents of Edmonton. The workshops created a direct 
opportunity to learn and gain experience in a professional grade 
recording studio, tailored to the specific needs of each participant. 
Each participant came away with new technical and creative skills for 
their music going forward, and will be able to share with others. 

Workshops were hosted by Chelsa Roberts, Terez and Enoch Attey.

All workshops were facilitated by Jinting Zhao. Jinting Zhao is a former 
Sony Music Taiwan recording artist, producer, songwriter, 
recording/audio engineer and owns her own company SHE-Q Audio 
that advocates for Women, BIPOC, LGBTQ+ and Non-Binary 
individuals in music. Jinting Zhao was also selected for the 2024 
Keychange Canada Program and Music Publisher's Canada 2024 
Women In The Studio National Accelerator.

ADMEP provided a safe environment for participants to learn and give 
their personal techniques and input on how they work. This open 
format allowed for a sharing of knowledge among industry peers 
instead of an instructor/student form of interaction. 

This initiative was supported by the Edmonton Arts Council.

ADVANCING DIVERSITY & 
EQUITY IN MUSIC (ADEMP)

Pictured: Thomas Thomas, Photographer: Jarrett Edmund 
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LEGACY ACTIVITY >>

legacy
activity



Photographer: Marius Drews

With the shared aim to enhance Edmonton’s reputation as a 
hub for extraordinary creation in the arts, the City of Edmonton 
Arts Prizes is coordinated by the Edmonton Arts Council, in 
partnership with the City of Edmonton and our community 
partners: Alberta Media Production Industries Association, 
Alberta Music, Audrey’s Books, CARFAC Alberta, Edmonton 
Community Foundation and Writers’ Guild of Alberta.

The City of Edmonton Music Prize recognizes artists for their 
outstanding work and the significant musical contributions to 
Edmonton. Close to 50 nominations were received by Alberta 
Music, the diversity of the nominations reflects one of 
Edmonton's greatest artistic strengths, and made adjudicating 
a challenging privilege for the adjudication panel. As such, 
they also want to recognize several other nominated artists as 
Honourable Mentions for their artistry, innovation, and 
achievement in their respective genres and musical practices 
including Craig H, Dan Davidson, Emilie Lebel, Josh Sahunta, 
JR Rhodes, Mouraine, and RIELL.

The Edmonton Music Prize shortlisted three artists - these 
artists exemplify the spirit of the Edmonton Music Prize - artist 
excellence and achievement, and a reflection of the best of 
Edmonton’s dynamic music community. Each of these artists 
are tremendous ambassadors for our city’s eclectic and vibrant 
music scene. The top recipient, HAIDEE (for This Shouldn’t Be 
Typical) walked away with $15,000, with Arlo Maverick (for 
Blue Collar) and Home Front (for Games of Power)  taking 
home $5,000 each. 

THE CITY OF EDMONTON 
MUSIC PRIZE



The 2023 Edmonton JUNOs Host Committee recently wrapped the 
Together YEG Concert series taking place between October 2023 
and March 2024. The Together YEG legacy concert series 
showcased 36 local Edmonton acts with benefits going to charity. 
iHuman, Yona-Sistema & MusiCounts each received $4,460 from 
ticket sales and contributions from the committee.

Produced by local promoter Brent Oliver/ BOP Consulting, the 
programming was representative of the different backgrounds, 
communities, ages and genres that make up this great Edmonton 
music community. Artists included: Arlo Maverick, Audrey Ochoa, 
AV & The Inner City, Bad Buddy, the Bobby Tenderloin Universe, 
Caleigh Cardinal, Captain Tractor, Cikwes, Cristian De La Luna, Eric 
Kane, Funk Cove, Good Information, Holidays in Canada, K-Riz, Lyle 
Bell, Mallory Chipman, Manny V y su esquina latina, Mouraine, 
Nadine Kellman & the Black Wonders, Night Howl, Nuela Charles, 
Overture ii Oblivion, Paul Cournoyer, Raygun Cowboys, Real Sickies, 
Rosina Cove, Royal Foundry, Sammy Volkov, St. Arnaud, Tariiq, Tea G, 
The Denim Daddies, Golden Sun Trio, The Nico Tobias band, Uncle 
Joe & Verttigo. Venues hosting the events were The Buckingham, 
The Starlite Room, 9910, Soho and The Aviary.

In partnership with the Edmonton Public Library and made possible by the 2023 Edmonton JUNOs 
Host Committee, the Musicians in Residence program launched in the summer of 2023.  The program 
was designed to raise the profile of outstanding talent, provide opportunities for citizens to connect 
with and learn from local talents and equip talent with resources to help support the creation of new 
work. 

Mallory Chipman served as the inaugural EPL Musician in Residence and during their 10 month tenure, 
Mallory offered one-on-one support sessions, hosted classes and events and acted as the lead curator 
and jury member for Capital City Records during the open submissions cycle. The EPL Musician in 
Residence program will run until 2026.

TOGETHER YEG CONCERT 
SERIES

EPL: MUSICIAN IN RESIDENCE

Photographer: Jarrett Edmund
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AWARDS & NOMINATIONS
ARTIST AWARDS:

Entertainer of the Year: 
   Tenille Townes

TD Aeroplan visa Fan’s Choice Award: 
   High Valley
   Brett Kissel
   Tenille Townes

Female Artist of the Year: 
   Tenille Townes
   Mackenzie Porter
   Lindsay Ell

Group or Duo of the Year: 
   High Valley

Musical Collaboration of the Year: 
   Do This Life - High Valley, Alison Krauss
   I Ain’t Drunk – Gord Bamford ft. Terri Clark
   One Too – Dallas Smith & MacKenzie Porter

Male Artist of the Year: 
   Brett Kissel

Alternative Country Album of the Year: 
   A Traveler’s Lament – Kyle McKearney

Single of the Year: 
   Right on Time - Lindsay Ell

Songwriter(s) of the Year: 
   Bryan Adams, Daniel Tashian, Tenille Townes, Kate 
York for The Thing That Wrecks You (Artist: Tenille 
Townes feat. Bryan Adams)

Video of the Year: 
   One Too – Dallas Smith & MacKenzie Porter
   The Thing That Wrecks You – Tenille Townes feat. Bryan 
Adams

INDUSTRY AWARDS:

Bass Player of the Year: 
   Justin Kudding
   Lisa Dodd Watts
   Lisa Jacobs

Drummer of the Year: 
   Brendan Lyons
   Greg Williamson

Fiddle Player of the Year: 
   Denis Dufresne

Guitar Player of the Year: 
   Ryan Davidson
   Johnny Gasparic
   Brennan Wall

Keyboard Player of the Year: 
   Brendan Waters

Specialty Instrument Player of the Year: 
   Mitch Jay
   Johnny Gasparic

Country Personality(ies) of the Year: 
   Greg Shannon & Stella Stevens (CFCW) 

Radio Station of the Year (Large Market): 
   CFCW 

Radio Station of the Year (Medium or Small Market): 
   CKGY-FM

Country Club of the Year:
   The King Eddy
   Cook County Saloon 
   Ranchman’s Cookhouse and Dancehall 

Country Festival, Fair or Exhibition of the Year: 
   Big Valley Jamboree
   Calgary Stampede 

Country Music Program or Special of the Year: 
   Christmas Time With Tenille Townes – Sony Music 
Entertainment Canada Inc.
   Country Music Program or Special of the Year: The Road 
Less Travelled (Stingray)

CANADIAN COUNTRY MUSIC AWARDS (2023) 

Winners are shown in BOLD.
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AWARDS & NOMINATIONS
Creative Team or Director of the Year: 
   Design Team: Devin Cooper, Chad Murphy 
   Album: Good Things Deluxe Album Package, Brand 
Guide, Limited Edition     
   Record Book (Artist: Devin Cooper)
   Design Team: Chris Doi, Roberta Landreth, Kyle 
McKearney, Jeff Ojeda
   Album, single art: A Traveler’s Lament (Artist: Kyle 
McKearney)

Recording Studio of the Year: 
   MCC Recording Studio
   OCL Studios

Record Producer(s) of the Year: 
   Russell Broom, Kyle McKearney Album: A Traveler’s 
Lament 
   (Artist: Kyle McKearney)

Talent Buyer of the Year: 
   Dan Clapson (Blue Jay Sessions)
   Adam Oppenheim (Stampede Entertainment)

Video Director of the Year: 
   Travis Nesbitt

Innovative Campaign of the Year: 
   “Let ‘Em Lie” Release Highlights (Kyle McKearney & Don 
Amero)
   Mastering of “Master of Puppets” (Hailey Benedict)

Best Teamwork in a Major Club (>1000): 
   Midway Music Hall
   Union Hall

Best Teamwork in a Small Club (<300): 
   King Eddy
   Mainliner Pub
   The Vat Pub

Best Teamwork in an Arena: 
   Rogers Place

Small Festival of the Year: 
   Alternative Waves Music Festival
   JUNOfest 2023
   The Electric Highway

Medium Festival of the Year: 
   Winterruption Festivals

Production Manager of the Year: 
   Natasha Mandurisak – Calgary Stampede
   Ozzy Stone - Studio Bell National Music Centre 

Concert Club/ Talent Buyer of the Year: 
   Brent Oliver – Cineplex Entertainment 
   Nightshift Entertainment – Union Hall 
   Rob Cyrynowski – Livestar Entertainment Canada/Hotels 
Live Canada
   Timur Inceoglu – F7 Entertainment
   Tyson Cale-Boyd – The Starlite Room/Concertworks

Festival Buyer of the Year: 
   Adam Oppenheim – Stampede Entertainment 

Community Impact: 
   Alex Sarian – Arts Commons transformation 
   Alternative Waves Music Festival 
   Canada’s Music Incubator (CMI)
   Dylan Cave, The Vat Live Sessions 

A/V Production Company of the Year: 
   FM Systems 

CANADIAN COUNTRY MUSIC 
AWARDS (2023) 

CANADIAN LIVE MUSIC 
INDUSTRY AWARDS

Winners are shown in BOLD.
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AWARDS & NOMINATIONS
YYC MUSIC AWARDS (2023)

Alternative Recording of the Year: 
   JVNO The Bard 
   Oranje 
   The Royal Foundry 
   Kue Varo & the Only Hopes - "Feelin' Lucky"

Blues Recording of the Year: 
   Ethan Askey 
   Brother Ray Lemelin 
   Chris Forrest & The Big Mercy 
   Kinjo & Young 
   Sandra Sutter 
   The Prairie Dogz

Children’s Recording of the Year: 
   Elevate Kids Choir 
   Amy Essen 
   Music with Mandy
   Parks Canada's Mountain WIT

Classical Recording of the Year: 
   Jeremy Brown, with Lna Henchel 
   CWP: artist collective
   Eric Heitmann & Patrick Zelinski
   Sarah Houston
   Jarred Nicklen 

Community Ensemble of the Year: 
   Cool Choir
   JazzYYC Youth Lab Band
   New West Symphony & Chorus 
   Revv52
   Rocky Mountain Symphony Orchestra

Country Recording of the Year: 
   ANNIKA
   Scarlett Butler
   Steve Jevne 
   Crystal McGrath
   Kyle McKearney
 
EDM Recording of the Year: 
   Bungalow 
   Ginsong 
   Salmon Sushi Boys & Boostha
   Sonek
   Titus1 

Folk Recording of the Year: 
   Sonia Deleo 
   Nancy Laberge
   Heather May
   Carly Reirson
   The CHARMS 

Group of the Year: 
   DoubleSuede 
   Osyron
   Souls In Rhythm
   The Lovebullies 
   The Royal Foundry

Industry Person of the Year: 
   Amanda Burgener 
   Rob Cyrynowski 
   Grant Howarth 
   Sheldon Lachambre 
   Nancy Laberge

Inspirational / Holiday Recording of the Year: 
   FAC Music 
   Goldmarkist 
   Her Motives Are Silent
   New West Symphony & Chorus
   Johnny Summers and the Calgary Jazz Orchestra 

Jazz Recording of the Year: 
   Tina Hartt 
   Keith O'Rourke 
   Perpie 
   Deb Rasmussen
   Carsten Rubeling 

Metal Recording of the Year: 
   Balrogath 
   Carlos Cruz Project
   Osyron
   Red Cain 
   SYRYN 

Music Video of the Year: 
   ANNIKA - “Strangers”, Director - Oliver Banyard
   Kyle McKearney - “Whispering Pines ft. Sarah McKearney” 
- Director Kyle McKearney, 
   Oliver Banyard & Chris Doi
   Mindseed - “Do You Mind?” - Director Alexander Labbé 
   Sinzere - “The Mission”, Director - Light Factory & 
Sinzere
   The Royal Foundry - “Little High Little Low” - Director 
Bethany Salte

Winners are shown in BOLD.
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AWARDS & NOMINATIONS
Music Educator of the Year: 
   Jennele Coulson (Eric Harvie School)
   Nathan Gingrich (William Aberhart High School) 
   Jim Johnston (Cornerstone Music Cafe)
   Kathryn Parrotta (Youth Singers of Calgary & University of 
Calgary)

People’s Choice: 
   Cool Choir 

Pop Recording of the Year: 
   Jennie Harluk 
   Brayden Lowe
   Northern Quarter
   Obsinema
   Keeley Russell 

Rap Recording of the Year: 
   Boy Wonder 
   Kam Prada 
   Sinzere 
   The Blue 
   Dizzy Walka

R&B Soul Recording of the Year: 
   LATISHA 
   Nurdjana
   Tissa Rahim 
   Nathan Truvé 
   ZENON 

Recording Studio of the Year: 
   Audio House Recording Studio 
   Evergreen Sound - Mark Troyer 
   MCC Recording Studio 
   Reluctant Cowboy Records 
   Wheelhouse Sound

Rock Recording of the Year: 
   Brother Bicker Band 
   Gone Cosmic
   Dean Pilling
   The Hi-Tops
   The Moröns

Single of the Year: 
   ANNIKA - "Strangers"
   Kuzi Cee - "Summer Colada" 
   Kyle McKearney - "Mercy" 
   Brendan Rothwell - "Tell Me"
   The Royal Foundry - "Little High Little Low" 
   ZENON - "Smoke In My Lungs"

Solo Artist of the Year: 
   Jennie Harluk 
   Kyle McKearney 
   Ollee Owens 
   Perpie
   ZENON

Songwriter of the Year: 
   Jennie Harluk 
   Gremlyn & Rome IX 
   Fin McDowell
   Kyle McKearney
   The Royal Foundry 

The Prophets of Music Emerging Artist Award: 
   Legacy Music 
   Tori Morley 
   Premanition 
   Kate Reid 
   Hanna Taylor

Venue/ Presenter of the Year: 
   Arts Commons
   Bella Concert Hall/Taylor Centre Presents 
   Blue Jay Sessions
   Curbside Concerts
   Grey Eagle Casino Event Centre 
   Ranchman’s

World/ Cultural Recording of the Year: 
   Betta Boyz
   HecO 
   Esteban Herrera 
   Notas de 4 
   Gisela Romero

YYC MUSIC AWARDS (2023)

Winners are shown in BOLD.
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AWARDS & NOMINATIONS
ARTIST AWARDS:

BreakOut Artist of the Year: 
   Mariel Buckley

Children's Artist of the Year: 
   Beppie

Classical Composer of the Year: 
   Jessica McMann 
   Vincent Ho

Country Artist of the Year: 
   Gord Bamford
   Nice Horse

Francophone Artist of The Year: 
   Sympa César 

Global Artist of the Year: 
   Cristian Dela Luna
   Gisela Romero

Indigenous Artist of the Year: 
   Celeigh Cardinal

Instrumental Artist of the Year: 
   Hello Moth

Jazz Artist of the Year: 
   Chris Andrew
   Up and Over Trio

Metal and Hard Music Artist of the Year: 
   Osyron

Pop Artist of the Year: 
   Kaely Jade

R&B Artist of the Year: 
   Zenon

Rap & Hip Hop Artist of the Year: 
   Arlo Maverick
   Cartel Madras 

Rock Artist of the Year: 
   The Royal Foundry

Roots Artist of the Year: 
   Mariel Buckley

Songwriter of the Year: 
   Ryan Dyck “Skinny Dyck”

Spiritual Artist of the Year: 
   Cikwes
   Two Late to the Party
   Stirling John

Video Director of the Year: 
   Michael Linbon

INDUSTRY AWARDS:

Audio Engineering: 
   Eric Cinnamon
   Johnny Gasparc 

Community Excellence: 
   National Music Centre

Excellence in Visual Design: 
   Lyle Bell

Impact in Artist Development: 
   Chris Wynters

Impact in Live Music: 
   Jazz YYC
   National Music Centre

Impact in Music Marketing: 
   All Good Promotion & Marketing
   Chronograph Records
   National Music Centre

WESTERN CANADIAN MUSIC AWARDS (2023)

Winners are shown in BOLD.
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AWARDS & NOMINATIONS
JUNO AWARDS (2024) COUNTRY MUSIC ALBERTA 

AWARDS
Group of the Year: 
   Nickelback 

Single of the Year: 
   Tate McRae

Artist of the Year: 
   Tate McRae

Tik Tok Juno Fan Choice: 
   Tate McRae

Country Album of the Year: 
   Brett Kissel 

Vocal Jazz Album of the Year: 
   Caity Gyorgy and Mark Limacher

Instrumental Album of the Year: 
   Markus Floats 

Contemporary Indigenous Artist or Group of the Year: 
   Blue Moon Marquee

Blues Album of the Year: 
   Blue Moon Marquee

Contemporary Christian/Gospel Album of the Year: 
   Stirling John

Jack Richardson Producer of the Year: 
   Shawn Everett

Recording Engineer of the Year: 
   Shawn Everett

Adult Contemporary Album of the Year: 
   Josh Sahunta

Comedy Album of the Year: 
   Graham Clark

Underground Dance Single of the Year: 
   Smalltown DJs

Traditional Indigenous Artist or Group of the Year: 
   The BearHead Sisters

Humanitarian Award: 
   `Tegan and Sara

ARTISTIC AWARDS:

Album of the Year: 
   Donny Lee
   Garret Gregory
   Tommy Charles
   Stirling John
   Kyle McKearney

Community Spirit Awards: 
   Devin Cooper
   Ryan Langlosis
   Stirling John
   Flaysher
   Julia Vos

Fans Choice Award: 
   Nice Horse
   Kalsey Kulyk
   Devin Cooper
   Foxx Worthee
   Brandon Lorenzo
   Kyle McKearney 
   Hailey Benedict
   Drew Gregory
   Ashley Ghostkeeper
   Brayden King

Horizon Female Artist of the Year Award: 
   Alex Hughes
   Hailey Benedict
   Brettyn Rose
   Ashley Ghostkeeper
   Julia Vos
   Kalsey Kulyk

Female Artist of the Year: 
   Tenille Townes
   MacKenzie  Porter
   Lindsay Ell

Horizon Group or Duo of the Year: 
   Nice Horse
   New Law
   Flaysher

Winners are shown in BOLD.
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AWARDS & NOMINATIONS
COUNTRY MUSIC ALBERTA AWARDS

Group of the Year: 
   The Prairie States
   High Valley

Interactive Artist of the Year: 
   Julia Vos
   Stirling John
   Hailey Benedict
   Flaysher
   Ryan Langlois
   Devin Cooper

Horizon Male Artist of the Year: 
   Tommy Charles
   Brayden King
   Drew Gregory
   Devin Cooper
   Brandon Lorenzo

Male Artist of the Year: 
   Dan Davidson
   Brett Kissel
   Aaron Goodvin
   Bobby Wills
   Corb Lund
   Gord Bamford

Musician of the Year: 
   Lisa Dodd
   Dustyn Fink
   Brennan Wall
   Lisa Jacobs
   Johnny Gasparic 
   Josh Kuzycki

Roots Artist of the Year: 
   The Dungarees
   Ryan Langlois
   Lena Daniels
   Justin Sutton
   Kyle McKearney

Horizon Single of the Year: 
   Nice Horse
   Kalsey Kulyk
   Drew Gregory
   Hailey Benedict
   Brayden King

Single of the Year: 
   Lindsay Ell
   High Valley Ft. Alison Krauss
   Mackenzie Porter
   Aaron Goodvin
   Brett Kissel

Songwriter(s) of the Year: 
   "Stuck” / Written By Drew Gregory, Devin Cooper/ 
Performed By: Drew Gregory
   "Somethin Bout You”/ Written By Katie Biever, Aaron 
Goodvin, Edward Hill, Brandi Sidorylk/ Performed By: Nice 
Horse
   "Jude”/ Written By: Julia Vos, Matty McKay/ Performed By 
Julia Vos
   " Dying to be Beautiful”/ Written By: Troy Kokol, Tenille 
Townes/ Performed By Troy Kokol, and Trinity Bradshaw
   "Sober” / Written By: Kyle McKearney, Lydia 
Sutherland, Aaron Polluck/ Performed By : Kyle 
McKearney

Horizon Youth Award: 
   Mya Kate
   Kat Krys
   Halle Hobbs 
   Grace Forestier
   Hayley Isabel

INDUSTRY AWARDS:

Industry Person of the Year: 
   Chard Morrison/ Shattered Glass Music Group
   Tera Lee Flaman/ GPS Promotion
   Johnny Gasparic / MCC Recording Studio
   Dan Clappson/ The Prarie Emporium, Blue Jay Sessions
   Codi McIvor / Video Director, Content Creator & Interview 
Host

Live Venue of Presenting Series of the Year: 
   Ranchmans Calgary
   Blue Jay Sessions 
   Track on 2- Still Haus Songwriters Series
   Cook County Saloon
   Rig Hand Distillery

Winners are shown in BOLD.

41



AWARDS & NOMINATIONS
COUNTRY MUSIC ALBERTA AWARDS

Live Event of The Year: 
   Big Valley Jamboree
   Calgary Stampede
   Country Thunder Alberta
   Blue Jay Sessions: YEG Edition
   Ponoka Stampede

Radio Station of the Year (Large Market):
   Wild 95.3 
   840 CFCW 
   Wild 94.5 
   CFWE 98.5 FM 
   CJWE 88.1 

Radio Station of the Year (Small/Medium Market): 
   CKFM 96.5
   93.1 The One 
   Real Country 95.9 
   New Country 98.1 

Talent Buyer of the Year: 
   Adam Oppenheim / Stampede Entertainment
   Dan Clapson/ Blue Jay Sessions & The Prairie Emporium
   Bradley Tucker/Rig Hand Distillery
   Carla Hackman/ Fame Group Inc. 
   Rob Cyrynowski / Livestar Entertainment Canada & Hotels Live Canada

Video of the Year: 
   Megan Dawson
   Kalsey Kulyk
   Kyle McKearney Ft Sarah McKearney
   Drew Gregory

Visual Creative of the Year: 
   Codi McGivor 
   Jeff Ojeda, Chris Doi, Robertta Landereth, Kyle McKearney
   Ray Banman
   Dan Davidson, Travis Nesbit
   Brownwin Parks, Phil Crozier
   Michelle Spice

Winners are shown in BOLD.
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